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TO THE 


MOURNERS 


I N 
ZION: 


D:aily Beloved, 


Am "not Inſenſible that there 
I are many who Sywpathize 
35 ; X with you; aud have been 
LINE ready ts pour 1n Balm into 
Bleeding Wounds, te comfort you in the 
midſt of your ſorrows; and bleſſed be the 
Lord, the God of all Cavſolations\ who 
bath ftirred up anyto this Work. "But 
#.bath been matter of wonder. to wn, that 
amongſt the many Tratts that - haug beey 
written to the Aﬀiited, ſo little hath been 
done' to: Obviate that fin, which moſt in 
that condition fall into, and few lament, 
lt being tchen for granted with moſt, that 
Streights and Troubles, will, if not jufti- 


4 2 8 7 


The Epiſtle, 

fe, yer greatly extniaure the cod of Dis 
uſt, ro 

Having made 4 [crions aud varyow in. 

gquiry into the Scripture, I fird that thi: 

Sin ts otherwiſe ſpoken of, then the moſt j 

{ yea, ard1 fear the belt ) think of it, 


d 


We deems it ſuch a failing, as God will ; 
eaſily wink, at and paſs over, but «fttr 
due ſearch, I perceive there 1s nothing - 
that God ſticks more at then this, 1 
reckon ut among the common infirmitics 6f 0 
the Saints, but the Lord ſets it tn 164] | 
big heſt ranch of Provacations. Y 


Cor fdering how prone we are to rum (ts 7. 
thi: evil, and how greatly provik;ng it h, 
1s, and what dangerous conſequences of ith ,, 
are; Tjudged a word of Cantion, might 
be as [ealonable, 2s needful!, and a fi 
things ſuggeſted, night through Grace, le 
prove an Antidote againſt this (ontagi- 
07. 

Ard until ſome otney perſon be awaknes 
nyo (prak more fully to ſo uſeful a Sn 
jeft, I hope a plain Propoſal and (erion 
(on/ideration of what ts here offered, mi) 
prevent m:ch /in and ſorrow, 

[ judge it a mare noble tatk, to indet« Wy 
vour the preventing of trouble that it, 


| en 
come not, then to remove it when it hall, 
$4429 hold of #', Pro 


W 


Dedicatory.. 

T he onely ſure and (fe way to krep of 
ſorrow, is to lay a Bar inthe way of ſin, 

As (in ts the womb out of which all 
troubles do proceed, ſo Unbelief 15 eſptci- 
ally both © Mother and Nurſe, of all the 
ſorrows of the Godly, not onely as it pro» 
cures, but improves them, 

The ſins of Geds people have been very 
great mm former times, which have pro- 
voked the Lord to inflitt many ſore evils 
«pan us : But if to all our other ſins, we 
ſhin'd add a jin of onr afflicted condyr ion 
more provoking, than all thoſe of former 
times ; what can we expeft, but that God 
houli ſwear that we ſhould not enter ito. 
his reſt, and that the Lord ſhould bary ( at 
leaſt ) all this Gener::tion in the Wilders 
neſs. | 
1 hnow many are the fears, if not the 
ſettled thoughts of ſome wiſe and good 
men, that this preſent Generation w:ll not 
ſee the good which hath been earneſt!y 
pray*d for, and is alfcitiouate/y expected. 

1 da not pretend to knew the reoſons that 
Bury have for this conjelture, bur TI thick: 
I may withor:t proſumption»conciude, that 
if rhe Lord cauſe us to fall tn our 1: ld eve 
ws, as he nid that Generation wh cþ. 
tome out of Foyot, it 1s becauſe we hove 
teen too lie them in thas which was their 
Prouggation. A } L 


The Eniftle, 
Fe, yet prey Oxt are We "ral 8 Dis 


fruft, 

Having male @ [eriong and varvow in. 
quiry into the Scripture, [ fird that th: 
Siw is otherwiſe ſpoken of, then the mot 
{ yea, ard 1 fe ar the beſt ) think | Fit, 

We deems it ſuch a failing, 4 God will 
baſily wink at and paſs over, but «fter 
dune ſearch, 1 perceive there 15 nothing 
thet God ſticks more at then this. 7 
reckinit among the common infirmitics of 
the Saints, but the Lord ſets it 14 14 
big heſt P.4 by of Prowvocations. 

C« -ſfuderirg how prone we areto run Fo 
thi: evil, and how greatly provuhk : + 
87, and what dangerous conſequersces of 
are; Tjudoed a word of Cantion, m: 'eht 
be as [exlonable, as needfnl!, " a f i 
things ſuggeſted, might throuh Gr ct, 
prove an Antidote ag ainſt this (ont ag 1 
on. 

: Avd until ſome otmer perſon be amakned 
po (peck more fully to ſo uſeful a Sb 
jeft, [ hope a pas Propoſal and (eriout 
[on ideration of what 1s here offered, mi) 
prevent 1:h in ant ſorrow, 

[ juare it 4 more noble tack to ideas 
COMY the preverting of [2g 2uble that it 
come nor, then to remave it when it hath 
$a #29; ho!d « of 8c, 
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Dedicatory.. 

T he onely ſure and [fe way to krep off” 
ſorrow, 1s to lay a Bar in the way of ſin, 

As ſin ts the womb out of which all 
troubles do proceed, ſo Unbelief 15 eſptci= 
ally both CMother and Nurſe, of all the 
ſorrows of the Godly, not onely as it pro» 
cures, but improves them. 

The uns of Gods people have been very 
great in former times, which have pro- 
voked the Lord to inflitt many ſore evils 
upon us : Bat if to all our other fins, we 
ſh'n'd add a jin of onr afflifted condirion 
more prou; thing, than all thoſe of former 
tines ; what can we expetl, but that God 
houls ſwear that we ſhould not enter into 
his reft, Ang that the Lord ſhauld bary ( at 
leaſt all thts Gener.:tion in the Wilders 
neſs, \ 

1 know many are the fears, if not the 
ſettled thoughts of ſome wiſe and good 
men, that this preſent Generation will not 
fre the cood whit 6 bath been earneſtiy 
pray*d for, and is alf ciifonate/y expected. 

1 do not nretend to know the reoſons that 
Pry have for this conjefture; bur T think: 
I may withor:t preſumption conciude, that 
f rhe Lord .c.infe us to fall tn our it: ld eve 
refs, as he nid that Generation wh cþ. 
ceme out of Foyt, it 1s becauſe we Hove 
tren too lixe them in thas which was their 
Prove reAtION, A 2 L 


4 


The Fpiſtle 


1 myſt confeſs, Iam not ſatisfied how 


this Find of wnbelief ( which denies or 
ftrongly diſputes againſt the Providence of 
God over his prople, in time of diftreſs ) 
came to be ſo favourably thought of, as to 
be reckoned amongſt the infirmities and 
weakneſs of Saints ; fince it was of old 
co:mted, Ihe Provocation, 1 cannot ap- 
prehend that the acceſſion of more Light, 
ard the addition of new Experience can 
leſen that which was ſo great before. 

Let thoſe who will not t« be pains to read 
this little Tratt purpoſely written, to diſ< 
cover the provihing nature of unbelief ; 
Fit be intremted to behold it as in a Glaſs, 
in the Hiſtory of the Children of Iſrael, 
whom the Lord ſtew inthe Wilderneſs for 
this fin ; can you think for a ſmall thing, 
for which God cut off above fix hundred 
—_—_ men ? | 

ut eſpecially conſider an41 wonder at 
the Lords proceedirgs againſt Moſes, and 
that but for one offence of this kind. He 


was not admitted ro go inty Canaangthough 


' he dtd aff: 4; onately-deſire it, and pleaded 


earneſtly with God, 

Num. 20, 12, And the Lord ſp: k: 
unto 'CMMoſes, Becauſe you believed me not 
to ſantifhie mein the Fyrs of the Ciul- 
dren, of Jſrae/,. ye (hall not bring this 
Con» 


dil 1catory 2 


w FEonaregation.into the Land which: Thave 
2+ | given them, 
of ' Though Moſes is taxt but this once of 
) Þ anbeliet, and doubtleſs his unbelief did. 
to Þ nt ſhew 1t ſelf as theirs did tn murmur 
ad Bing 3 all that ſeems in the Story to be 
Id | charged upon him was his not expreſſing 
2. Þ bis fatth and confrdence in God, and in« 
deauvouring to vindicate his Prowidence, 
en | and ſtay the murmarings of the people, 
His omitting to ſanttifie God before the 
id Ppeople, and to profeſs his dependence upon 
= him, « here condemned as a not believing 
him, And for thi: kind of unbelief once 
5, (charged upon him, 1s there ſucha x laid 
l, fn his way to Canaan, that all his [mer:ſf 
or Ftould not remove? He that conld obtain 
g, any thing of God in ot Fer ales, conld pre 
ed vail for a whole N «tion at once, Exod, 
32. could not be heard ſpeak for himſelf 
at fin this.caſe, D:ur, 3.26, Thr: Lord was 
yd froth wich me for yoar {akes, and would 
ſe Wot hear me; and the Lord faid unto my, 
eb Pcrir ſuffice thee, ſprak no more unco me 
ed Wt this matter, 

«And can we hope that we ſhall fere 
ks Witter than theſe? Surcly na, Ounr un 
ot Belief cannot but be much more prova- 
7, In 4s much as 13 is mich mare Ihe 


Ku(able. 


it 


he Epiſtle 

It ts indeed a day of many fears, and 
they are not proundleſs, if we conſider the 
fubrile and unwearied attempts of Ent 
mics, or the wcorrigibleneſs of this Nas 
tion, mnder wiuſual judgments, But 
though we may fear ſore evils bth from 
God and men, yet let us bamſh ſinful fears, 
and remove far from ns all diſtraſif « 
thoughts of Gods Providential care over 
his people, 18 all the evils that may come 
pon them, 

Let us never fear that God will lewn 
his Children iu the IFilderneſs, int 
which he hath led them, and out of which h 
they might find a way if they could lean: 
him ; But rather conclude that God hath ſe 
brought ui wnider 4 ſentence ef Death, 
th 1 we might not truſt In our [elves . bu: 
in him that raiſed Teſus Chriſt from the _ 
dead. ſe 

He that raiſed him w:ll' rat) * þ's Wit: «9 


1 meſſer, whoſe dead bodies have lays in thtf - 
[ open \ Street: » andif the Spirit of the ws 
enter into them, and they /t.; 1d #P9 a FDOTY n 

4 i 4»; 
feet, Deliverance will haſten, me 

IF any thing ſnggeſted prove. an A. -þ < 

are 
dote againſt unvelieving fear. Jo: do aut, Li 

my contribute to the be, reitinnif 4 Sp ri _ 
F Conrage aud Fai þ 10 keep c/ ey 
< » #/t 


Ged, to depend upon h;m, aid waic fo1 rl 


Dadicatory. 
2 all the treightr that we may be broug bt 
znto, 1 ſhall rejoyce as having attained 
-, | mend, 

| We do not know what day: we may yet 


ut 
hes be caſt upon, or what troubles may abide 
vo | he prople of God, if we meet with none 
} but what have been in former Apes, we 
an have reaſon to believe from Experience, 


but if we ſhould fall under ſuch tryils 
a never any Ape of the C harch did pro- 
dace, yet we have reaſon to believe from 
', | the promiſe, (o that Diſtruſt would then 
*4 have no excuſe, go 
The Ap»itles way of Reaſoning 15 0b- 
«+ [ervable, and ch thit we could learn of 
him in this particular, 2 Cor. tr. 10, 
"EL Who dclivered vs from fo great a death, 
\[,f#nd doth deliver, we areable to go thus 
* Bfar with him, who ſees not that God hath 
* done preat things for his people, and for 
hf this Nation, to deliver it from Popiſh 
JN} derigns, ard Plots againſt it ; the Lord 
es | bath diſappointed Enemies of all ſorts, 
' Ward we muſt acknowledg that he doth (ill 
« deliver, Our fears ( through mercy ) 
if are not come mpon td, Hays Our Peace and 
Ji Liberties are continued beyond our expetFae 
NN ttour; Lit us learn to go a little farther 
MN ith the (ame ApoFte, and ſay as hedid, 
Min whom we trult, be will ye: deliyer us, 
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The Epiſtle, 


If our Fears do'but awaken onr Faith, 


ard we can (ay with David, Pſal. 56. ;, 
What timel am afraid, I will truſt in thee, 
H:ving learnt to depend pen God in dif. 
ficnlties, we ſhall in a little tt%e be able 
ro rejoyce in Tribulation ; and ſay as he 
did, ver. 4. In God I will praiſe his word, 
in God have | pu: my; truſt, ( and remar- 
kable is what follows ) I will no; tear 
what Fleſh can do un © me, 

Fear calls in Faith to ſuccour him, and 
Faith ſoon caſts out thoſe fears which did 
efft him. Oh that we c1uld imitate him, 
and in the day of our fears, call in our 
Faith, and our ancient Experiences, and 


incourage our ſelves in the Lord oxr God, 


and wait quietly for his Salvation, 

How ſweet ſuch a frame of Spirit would 
bato our ſelves, how much it would con- 
tribute to the making the Name of God 
glorious ; what conviftions it will leave 
rpon the Spirits of men concerning the 
Power of Godlineſs, a little Time aus 
Jour Experience will evince, 
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| ERNTEEED 


Heb. 3.8, 9, 10. 


Harden net your hearts, as in the Pro. 
vocation, in the day of Temptation, 
in the VYlderneſs, &c. 


SN Hould I take notice of the 
DW? Context, I conld not paſs 


ND), by many things which 
—= -would preſent themſelves 


to our conſideration, nor avoid ſuch 


an expence of time, as would pre- 
vent what at preſent I intend. Let 
it ſuffice ro know, that the people 
to whom che Author direQs this Epi. 
tle, were a profeſſing and afflifted 
people. The grear dcfign that he 
drives at, is to citabliſh them in the 
Faith, and to comfort them in their 
dufferings : Infiſting upon the' form- 
ayhe lays the great Example of /ſrael 

B before 


p | 2 

| before them, for their Caution: in 

|| which conn, | 

| Firf, The 'perfons. propounded, 

IGael your Fattlivs,. F oy 
Secondly, The Stage upon which 

they are preſented, in the wilder: 

meſs, + i& 

_ | Thirdly, Gods Diſpenſations to 

*  them-ward, 7hey ſaw his »orks. - 
Fowurthly, Their carriage underand J, 

after all this, They tempred and pro 


| wed me, They would not belicve 7 
upon all the proofs and experiences |, 


thatthey had, but would ſtill be put= Þ,, 
ting God upon new proofs, th 
|  #jfihly, Gods reſentment of this, JI, 
He was provoked, and grieved; He Þ, 
was angry, becauſe of fuch unworthy 
carriage; and he was grieved becauſe I, 

RS | it was froma people ſo near him, and I, 
"F#  1o much beloved. 

n— 0zxibly, Wehave the aggravation 
of their fin, and the reaſon of this Yjc 
Provocation; it was for a long time, I). 

| and after large experience of Gods 

| WAaycs, 


Seventh- 


(3) 
Sevemhly, We have a Comment 
upan;this by the Holy Ghoſt, diſco- 
vcring the riſe of the Sin z it is char- 
ged partly upon their v vills, and part- 
ly-upon'their Underſtandings ; Per= 
'* E verſne(s inthe one, and Darkneſs in 
© Eithe other, They erre in their hearts, 
0 | and they have not known my Wayer. 
That I may make a plain way to 
the Dodtrine I purpoſe: to inſiſt ups. 
* Jon, take a brict Explication of ſome 
'© Fterms in the Text, I will touch no 
5 more, than I muſt of neceſſity; and 
* theſe no further then to make way to 
the DoQrine : The reſt of the particu- 
*» [lars will fall in, in the handling of 
this. 
Y | Itis needful to know, what every 
vord imports in this Clauſe. ' I» the 
Provocation, inthe day of Temptation 
in the PVilderneſs. 
n'' Theſe all relate one to the other : 
Il you ask what the Provocation was, 
ie tells you it was the Temptation : 
If you demand, how this mult be un. 
&rſtood, and Where fixed ; he teils 
uthe Wilderneſs, B 2 _ Bu 


—_— - 
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(4) 
' But you will digits, VVhat 
particular Time and Aion this:points 
at, inthe Wilderneſs + 

Some would haye it/to intend t 
whole Forty years, in which they did 
Often provoke the Lord. 

But others judg, that the Holy 
Ghoſtpoints at ſome ſpecial Provoca- 
tions in their paſſage through the Wil, 
derneſs; and they fix them principal. 
ly upon Exed. 17. 7. They gempted 
the Lord, ſaying, Is the Lord among 
ws, or not; And upon Numb. 14. 11, 
How long will this people proveke me?f _ 
how long will it be exe they believe mt? | 

The ſureſt and ſafeſt way is to fol- 
low the Scripture it ſelf, in expound- 
ing-theſe Terms: We ſhall 6nd that 
David, from whoſe 95. Pſalm, thelc 
Words are taken, does himſclf explail 
them, P/a/. 7$.ve/. 17,18, 19, 20 
40,41. ” 

In which . he plainly tells us 
How the If aclze; rempred, provog , 
ked, and grieved the Lord.in the 
Wilderneſs. Their ſin, he ſays, . 
yUNDCY © 


—— 
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3 "WC. 
unbelief, and what kind of unbel\ 
alſo he juforms us, viz. a Diſtruſt of, 
his- Providential care of them, and, 
E Fatherly proviſion for them in- that, 
" Wilderneſs, and of his Power and 
FJ Truth ; whether he could or would. 
lead them. thorow it. to. the good 
"YE Land he had promiſed them. They, 
{aid ver/. 19. Can Goa provide 4 Ta» 
ie in the Hilderneſs ? Th, lays the. 
Holy Ghoſt, they ſpeak againit God. 
You cannot ſpcak warſe of God, 
"SI nor morc to his provocation, than, 
when things run low with his peo-: 
ple, to queition, whether he can, or. 
c . will provide tor them. 

a God ob'ct ves this of. thoſe Hypo- 
ha critcS, in Aal. 1.33, 14. Tonr words” 
MY have been flows azainſt me, ſaith the. 
Lord. | 

'He infi.teth again upon this, v. 200. 
Can he giue Bread alſo? Can he g:V8- 
Fleſh to bis people 2 But how. does 
the Lord rcſent. this ?. + hen. he: 
heard this he was Wrath,vir, 21; This 
was ancVil not” tobe born withal any; 
: : B. 3. longs 


| || Ver. 22, Becauſe they believed not 


('6.) 
s longer; and as men that are offended 
{{/ will oyer with the matter of offence 
Once and again, ſo does the Holy 
Ghoſt repeat their ſin again and again, 


God, and truſtcd not in his Salvation, 
and. ver, 40, and4r, How often did 
they provoke him in the Wjlderneſs, 
and grieve him in the Deſart; yea, 
they turned back and tempted God, 
and limited the holy. One of I/rael 
In all which we ſce plainly, that this « 
, great Provocation was Unbelief, andJt 
 adiftruſtful bounding of Gods Power 
and Goodneſs; and this-is ſuch a fir,ſb 
that God will not paſs it by in his peo-J 
ple, without ſpecial notice taken offo 
it, and expreſſing juſt indignation a- 
gainſt it, So that we haye a veryſſtc 
plain and caſie path tothis Truth ; re 
DoCt. God is bighly provoked, wheC 
his, people diſtruſt his Prowidence,ar 
| though they be ins VVilderneſs. 
|) For theproof of this, I nced not 
\. ay much, the referring you to whit 
God faig and did upon Iſraels diſtruſt 


35 


(77 .. | 
is enohigh to confirm it * / thoug.. 
they hadas meh ground and coloue 
of reaſon for what they ſaid and did} 
as it is poſſible for any -after them''to# 
have ). I have given you already an 
account of what God ſaid upon this} 
and you ſce, his language is hke that 
of one greatly incenſed; and if that be 
not proof ſufficient, ſce what ne did, 
he flew all that Generation in the 
| Wilderneſs; nay, he would not let 
Hoſes and Aaron, go Int0 Canaan | 
becauſethey had not been Careful to 
anCifte bis Name before them, in | 
bearing witneſs againſt this their Di- ' 
ruſt of God at the ficlt appearance 
of it, | 
Tomake this DoQrine Bok more 
towards us, Ict us conſider; that it 
refersnot {9 much to a Place, as to a 
Condition. Whereſocyer a people | 
are, if their Condition reſemble /- 
reels intheir paſſage from Egypr, they. 
may be ſaidto be in a Wilderneſs, 
God ſets out the affliftions and | 


ruſt ſroubles of his people in the Jatrer 
1 | daycs, 
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dayes, by this Alluſion, Ho/. 2. 14. 
if 1 will bring her into the Wilderneſs 
1} which implozs two things , Firſt, A 
{ ' condition; which ſhall be very barren 
| }, of all ov-ward Comforts : This: is 
noted, Hef. 2.12,13, I Will deſtroy 
| her Vinyards and Figtrees, and make 
i them a Foreff, &c, God would 
make her Land like a Wilderneſs, a 
Land that was nor fown, 7er. 2.2. 
4 Secondly, It was aplacc, thorow 
*: © which wasno beaten path. So thar, 

' + .as there was .no comfortable Being 
io it, ſo-there was no ready way out 
of it, P/al. 107. 40. He cauſerhthem 
to Wander in the Wilderneſs, where 
there Was no Wa), 

He briggeth even Princes and the 
,” great ones of the Earth into ſach 
[/* fireigits, that they are at a loſs, and 
ol cantind no way out. Thc. meaning 
38! of this Doctrine is this, That if God 
1s | ſhould bring his pcople into ſuch a 
; condition through trouble and at- 
"{ Aiftion, that they ſhould fee no way 
| of Supply in it, nor. any probab!:c 
| 
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9) Z 
way out of it, yet it is aProyocatis 
on for them to diſtruſt God: . No 
ſtreights can excuſe, muchleſs juſtific 
the diſtruſt of Gods people. What 
» | cver plea Unbelief. may ſcem tohave, 
c it. will be found a great Provocation.._ 
4 _ the Reaſons of this are evi- 

ent, | 
*| _Ac:/on the frf.: Difiruſt of God, 
though in ſtreights, is a denying him 
to be God; it is a bringing of hum 
' | andall his Actions, to the proportion 
” | and ſtandard of the Creature, It is 
in effeCt to ſay, he is like one of us, 


And, as God: could not, bear this * 
C oy 
language, when it impeacht his Ho- 
+ | lineſs, ( Plal.50.21. Thou rhoughteſt 


| 1 was ſuch a one as thy ſelf ) : vo he 
{ | will not digeſt ir, when it denies his 

» | Almightineſs, When we limit the | 
5 Holy One, and ſhu: him up in the 
bounds of former Experiences, of 
preſent Probabilities, we do plainly 
deny him to be God, If we will 
own him tobe Goa, we mult expect 
from him things ſutable to his Al- 
mighty 
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\'} Reaſon the ſecond, Ir is aſecret 
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(10) 
mightyPower and Goodneſs, 1-mean 


i}! where we have the Concurrence of 
1} his promiſe. - We ſhould (ay to any 
4 Diflieulty that lies in the way of any 


promiſed 'mercy,” as Zechariah fays, 


"| £ech. 4. 7. What art thou, O great 
; [ Mountain > ' When carnal Reaſon 


would come in, and proportion out 
hopes and expeRations to the proba- 
bilities on the one ſide, or difficulrics 
on 'the other, we ſhould-anſwer it 


© | with thoſe words: of the Lord, 1/4. 
© | $5.9. .As the Heavens are higher than 


' the Earth, fo are my wayes (faith God) 


bigher than yours, : Indeed, werenot F 


; his wayes aboye ours, wherein would 
| he appear to be God? If we could 
expect nothing from him, but upon 
the terms we expe&t them from. o- 


8, thers, how ſhould we keep an awe, 
&\ | anddreadot him in our hearts. Re- 
' member this, Unbelicf hath a mix- 


ture of Atheiſm in it, and muſt needs 


queſtioning, ſometimes an open Ke. 
| proach 


P 
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(27) 
proaching the Attributes of God. Ir 
ſets up Carnal Reaſon ,. and/ Mans 
wiſdom in the Judgment Seat, and 
brings all the Attributes of the Bleſſed 
God to the Bar, where they are cen- 
ſured and tentenced at the pleaftire of 
theſe; blind and bold lnquifitars, 
Sometimes uncy fall fowl with his Pa« 
Wer, P/al.. 78. 19, 20, Car God: furs 
niſh a Table in the Wilderneſs? Atan- 
other time they reproach his Wiſe 
dom;, as if he knew not Mow to 
ave; either to prevent miſery: ,; or 
vring deliverance, Pal, 73. 11.. How 
iath God know? is there Knowledg in 
be moſt High? And his Truth and 
Faithfulneſs ſeldom eſcapes them; 
David himſelf ſtumbled upon theſe, 
| Sam. 27. 1. CAnd David ſaid in his. 
art, I/hall now periſh one day, by the 


. («xd of Saul. 


And this Diſtruſt is commonly ac-. 
ompanied cither with a denyal of 
ormer Experiences of Gods provi. 
ential Atings, or elſe with aloading 


. Þcm with falſe and unworthy Im- 


puta. 


(12 
putations. Either w. fay that all the |} 
good which God hath done his peo. || 
ple was by change, the Fingerof God || 
wasnot in it;and lo that Grave which |} | 
buries our preſent hopes and expeQa- || ( 
tions, ſwallows up all our paſt experi. 
ences, and we become in a'moment | | 
as if we had never known any thing | ; 
of Gods Providence: Or, if wef 
come not to a denyal of the Provi-f þ 
dence it (clf, we arrive at ſomething | 
worle, to put the baleſt Conſtrufi- I t 
ons. upon the beſt Diſpenſations; asf þ 
Iſrael in their Provocuion did: who | j; 
ſaid of that glorious Delivecance out | q 
of Egypr, that they were brought in- | w 
to the Wilderne(s to be {lain there, | k 
Exod. 14.171, 12; and Exod. 17-3.f 
Now ſuchRefleQions as thefe which Þ q 
arefrequently the attendants upon dis f ar 
ſtruit, muſt needs be greatly provo. f tg 
king, af 
Reaſon the third, It caſts a viſible }j 
Diſhonour upon God before men. 
Diſtruſt and Difhdence are (eldome 
carricd ſo ſecretly, but they find ſome 
yent, 


V 


I3 ) n 
yent, and are fs in their work- 
ings expoled to the obſeryation of 
others, yea, and they the enemies of 
God and Religion z and before theſe 
- | Gotlis diſhonoured two wayes. 

l.] Firſt, Thevery nameof God ſut- 
tf fers. For when his enemies ſee 
$ || thoſe who have followed God, and 
CI profeſſed to know him to fall in their * 
I-] hopes, and to ſink in their ſpirits, 
8 | they believe God himſelf is fallen in 
i- | theſe men affetions and eſteem ; the 
iS | begin to think thar there is no Sor 
OJ in ſcrving God, and that theſe men 
It] do now repent their choice. But 
1- | when men can walk cheartully, 2nd 
C, | keep up their hopes and comforts at 
«| 2 highrate in times of trouble and af, 
nf flition, it gloriics God bufore men, 
lf and ceſtifies to a!l that God is worthy 
2 f to be choſen and loved for himſelt, 
afd that ir is good drawing nigh to 
Ie him. When men ſee us walking asthe 
Prophct did, Heb. 3. 17, 18, 19. IC- 
joycing in God. when all curward 
comforts tall; it leav.s them con- 
'* vinc'd 
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n 4) 
vinc'd that there is an excellency in 


God, which they are not acquainted 
withal. Nay, when we can, not on- 
ly comfort our ſelves in God, and 
content ourſelves with him in a Wil. 
derne(s, butgo into a Wilderneſs for 
him as Hoſes did, this tclls all the 
world that God is worth injoying: 
» But when we are ſad and dejefted be- 
cauſe we arc brought into ſome 
{treights , ir makes men conclude 
that there is little comfort in walking 
with God, and that God alone: is not 
cnoygh for a man to live upon. 
Secondly, God is diſhonoured by 


| this diſtruſt through that reproach 


which is caſt upon Religion, and the 


'% power of Godlinels, 


VVhcn men can. bear up no fur- 
ther than the power and ſtrength of 
| Reaſon will carry. them, and thoſe 
who profeſs Codlineſs walk by com- 
' mon rules and carnal Principles, their 
; obſervers ſay ; Either theſe men are 
| not Godly , or Godlineſs is no ſuc! 
| thing as they would make it. By 
your 


(15) 
your profeſſion of Godlineſs, your 
enemies are brought to an expeCtati- 
4 | 07 of ſome ſingular thing from you, 
. | ſomething to which their Principles 
will not reach, or elſ2 they will not 
beconvinc'd that there is any great 
matter in Godlineſs ; they expe that 
* fir ſhould carry you on in difhculties 
when they ſhould pauſe, if not re- 
treat, and that it ſhould bear you up 
» | Where they ſhould fink: And if.you 
5 [can do this, and the frame of your 
ſpirits be ſingularas your ations, you 
may regain ſome of that honour that 
Religion hasloſt ; and you will make 
it manifeſt, that the ſame ſpirit is in 
jou which was in the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians. It was caſie for 
c $41 ordinary eye to ice an extraordina- 
) += ig, 

ll ba ſpirit in them, As 5.41. 2 Cor. 
6.10. Cel,1,11. Butif intimes of 
tryal you ſink into a lownels of ſpirit, 
and walk by beggarly Principles, who 
have talked of and profeſſed higher, 
men will conclude this was all but 
alk, and that Godlineſs hata nothing 

| CG 2 in 


" m7 
ving'd that there is an excellency in 
God, which they are not acquainted 
withal, Nay, when we can, not on- 
ly comfort our ſelyes in Gad, and 
content ourſelves with him in a Wil. 
derne(s; butgo into a Wilderneſs for 
him as cMoſes did, this tclls all the 
- Warld that God is worth injoying: 
t But when we are ſad and dejeted be: 
| cauſe we arc brought into ſome 
{treights , ir makes men conclude 
that there is little comfort in walking 
With God, and that God alone is not 
cnough fora man to live upon. 
| Secondly, God is diſhonoured by 
this diſtruſt through that - reproach 
which is caſt upon Religion, and the 
power of Godlinels, 

VVhen men can bear up no ſur- 
ther than the power and ſtrength of 
Reaſoa will carry them, and thoſe iy 
| who profeſs Codlineſs walk by com- 
| mon rules and carnal Principles, their 
4 obſervers ſay ; Either theſe men are 
| not Godly , or Godlineſs is no ſuch 
If thing as they would make it. By 
| your 


(15) 
your profeſſion of Godlineſs, your 
enemies are brought to an expectati- 
4 | 0n of ſome ſingular thing from you, 
| ſomething to which their Principles 
will not reach, or elſe they will not 
beconvinc'd that there is any great 
matter in Godlineſs ; they-expett that 
* {it ſhould carry you on in difhculties 
when they ſhould pauſe, if not re- 
treat, and that it ſhould bear you up 
» | Where they ſhould fink: And if you 
S ſcan do this, and the frame of your 
ſpirits be ſingularas your ations, you 
may-regain ſome of that honour that 
- [Religion hasloſt ; and you will make 
it manifeſt, rhat the ſame ſpirit is in 
you which was in the Apoſtles and 
Primitive Chriſtians. Ir wascaſiefor 
)f $2 ordinary eye to ice an extraordina- 
cs |) ſpirit in them, As 5.41, 2 Cor, 
6.10. Co/,1.11. Butif intimes of 
tryal you ſink into a lownels of ſpirit, 
and walk by beggarly Principles, who 
have talked of and profeſſed higher, 
men will conclude this was all but 
alk, and that Godlineſs hata nothing 
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(16 
in it but Pretenfions, AIR Poſitions 
ſuited and accommodated tothe Inte. 
reſts of thoſe that profeſs it, and that 
it hath no inward principles fited to 
the DoQtrines and Afertions of its 
Profeſſours. Now what a Provyocati- 
- on mult this be, to help {uch a baſe 
Opinion $$ rhis into the world, or to 
confirm and ſtrengthen it, where ith t 
hach takenſome hold in the minds of | f 
vain men, [ 
Reaſon the fourth, It ſpeaksplain-|| a 
n 
v 


ly the heart to be naught, and is a 
Demonſtration of the unſoundnels 
and inſincerity of it, under all formct 
profcfſions, Ir tells us, that all chat g 
was done before, was but in Hypocri-f at 
fie: And what is more abominableſ G 
than this 2. V Ve find nothing ſo much} w 
inſiſted 6n by cheHolyGhoſt in aggra-f S1 
vating the m {carr ages of 1/racl, as] C 
their diltru't of God, P/21, 78- 32. an 
For all this they ſinned fill, ( and hel Gi 
adds., as if they had no other (in) 
and belieucd not for bis Wondrous 
Works, Hence he argues their Hy- 
poctilic 


pocriſie, ver."35, 36, 37. As if he , 
had ſaid, Somctimes they would be 
brought to ſurhe acknowledgment of 
Gods Goodneis to. them, and Care 
o | for them, yer this. was but lip-labour ;. 
s Land he infers from hence, that their 
i- | hearts were not right with him, nor 
'e | were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 

| There is nothing more certain. 
itÞ than this, that thole who do bur: 
of | feignedly cloſe with God in times of 
proſperity, will ſtart in times of try= 
n-Þ| al; and ſuch falterings then are preg» 
al nant teſtimonies of thcir flattering: 
:(s | with God before, 

cr} Departing from God in afflition; Þ 
lat] gives the lie ro former Profeſlion,. | 
Ti-f and tclls us that ſuch a one nevertoak; |} 
ble] God for his chicf good, for then he: 
ch} would be content with him alone : 
ra-f| uch a one never yet entered into» 
as} Covenant with God as Almighty,, 
3 2. and All-ſuficient; never lookt upon: 
heſ] Godas C4br4ham did, as his Shictd,. 
and his exceeding great Reward, 
G47 I7. 1, 


E > - IF 
C 23 Foz, 


No, he took God to be a Servant 
| to ſome Intereſt, which he thinks will 
| beſt ſtand now without him ; and 
| finding no further uſe of his Profeſli- 
{ On, he would fain find ſome plauſi« 
| ble reaſon for the diſmiſſing of ir. 
Therefore he aggravates every Diff- 
| culty and Hazard, ' and makes them 
S unanſwerable ObjeQions, as if God 
| Had-led him into manifeſt Inconye- 
niences, and had made no Proviſion It} 
| againſtthem: Thus it was with //7a- 
# e/, they would take cyery occaſion of ly 
s quarrelling with 249/es from pretend, ſw 
# ed Difficulties, and Inconveniencies [qu 
which did ariſe, and they deemed fgi 
$ theſe to be Inſupportable and Incura- ſwi 
* ble. But what wasin the Bottom of of 
all this > They hankred after the Gar- Jwh 
| lick and. Onions of Egypr , they Jder 
| would fain go back ro thele. Ir isplir 
F very hard to keep a man ſteddy infne': 
his Profeſſion under ſtreights, whoſe JW: 
# Heart is not right with © od, xp 
| Therefore the Apoſtle cautions us, Þay t 
to take heed of the ugbelicf of thefible 

EO hcatt, 


heart, Heb.z. 12. Take heed l-#t there 
bein any of you an evil heart of unbe. 
lief, in departing from the liu;ng Ged, 
If the heart be not right for Cod, ir 
« {| Will ſurely cauſe a man todepirt from 
. | him at one time or other. The Ho. 
i- ly Ghoſt notes this in the Text, as the 
n | ground of all their Diftruſt : They are 
d | « people that do erre in their hearts, 
e- | Their hearts are - not right with me, 
n [therefore they Diſtruſt me, 
a-| Reaſon the fifth. It ſpeaks us grol. 
of [ly ignorant of the wayes of God, 
d, {which muſt needs Provoke, after fre. | 
es [quent Opportunities and Adyantages - | 
ed [given us , of acquainting our ſelves | 
ra- Jwith them. This was the Aggravation 
of Jof 1/7aels ſin in this place, that they 
ar- |who had ſeen ſo many of Gods won« 
ey Iderful works, and had been ſo diſci- 
- iSplined in Zgypr, and in the Wilder. 
 infſpe's, ſhould yet be ignorant: of the 
ofc]Wayes of God, What ſhould be 
xpected at lait, but that God ſhould 
; us, ſlay them by as 4 company of unteach- 
rhefble: Dunces >. God is not only pro-. 
ceatt, | 8 voked: 


voked but grieved at this , that he 


ſhould be ſo long teactting them, 
- and theylearn ſo little. 

Obz.Bur you will (ay, Isit poſſible that 
Iſrael could be ignorant of the ways 
of God, who had ſeen all his won- 
ders in Egypr, and at the Red-oea, 
and afterwards in the V Vildernes ? 

Anſw. Iſrael was not ſimply ig: 
norant of theſe things, but they were 
not mindſul of them, art leaſt ; at 


ſuch times when they ſhould have im-þ 


proved them for their Faith, and 
Hope in God; they carried them: 
ſelves unworthily after ſuch experi- 
encies, even as if they had never ſeen 
or heard of any ſuch thing. VVhen 
they met with any new « fliculty, 
they. bchaved themſelves as if that 
were the firſt, and they had ncycr 
been carried thorow any before. 


fo 


be 


We ſhall find I/ael ating and rez. 


ſoning at ſcmermes, as if God ham 
never. done any thing extraordinatſſGe 
for their deliverance ;. as if they hahis 


never ſeen. ſo much as a little FingeJthe 
0 - 


tc 


C21) 

of Providence put forth for them ; 
asif they had been preſerved from the 
rage of the Egyprians, and from the 
ys | ruine and miſery to which they were 
n= | often appointed, onely by ſome Acci- 
42, | dents,” or Chances, and God had 
? [ſtood Newter all the while, P/al. 106. 
g-|21, 22. They forgas God their Savi- 
cf} our, Who had done great things in E- 
at gypt, Wwondrowus things in the Land of 
m-Ham and terrible things at the Red- 
nd Sea, 

m-}* They were as Diſtruſtful and Unbe-= 
ri-Flieving, as if God had never appear- 
ecnedin bringing them out of Zgypr, and 
nenfthey ha ſecn nothing worth theisx 
ltr, Obſervation in that Wilderneſs, but 
hafthe Diſcouragements which lay be- 
-vcfore them. 

Now do you think that God can 
rez{bear this, that thoſe who had ſeen ſo 
much of the ſtretched-out Hand of 
{God, and contributed to the making 
Fhis Name fcarful with praiſes. as 
gefthey had done, Exod. 15. 11.) ſhould 
ofefter all this, walk and a& as if theſe 
things 
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things had been only ſome Dream or 


Fancy ? No, God will not bear it, 
P/al. 106.23. Therefore he ſaid, he 
World deſtroy them, had not Moſcs his 
choſen ſtood before him in the breach ; 
fo turn aW1y his Wrath, leſt he ſhonl4 
deftroy them, Now as Unbelief is 
accompanied with an Unmindfulneſs 
of what he has done, ſo alſo with a 
great and palpable Ignorance of what 
God is doing. There are certain 
wayes of Providence, in which God 


S walks towards his people, which men 


that are not skild in, are diſcouraged 
from, andfill'd with fears, but thoſe 
who undcrſtand them are not trou- 
bled at. 


pcople do aritc, from tne too little 


acquaintance that they haye with Þþ 


Gods waycs, The laying a few of 
theſe before you, may.bea great curc 
to unbelief, and prevent a great deal 
of ſinful fear which 7/7act run into, 
becauſe they had not known his 


waycs, 
4 The 


And indeed, the moſt of I” 
the troubles and fears 6f Gods own || 


(23) 
The Wayes of *God here intend; 
ed, may be luch as theſe; 
Firſt, It is Gods way, to ſuffer 
great Enemies and Oppoſitions to 
ariſe againſt chat work and people, 
which he jntends fignaily toown., It 
hath been thus in every Age, and, js 
like to be foto the end, 

Whca God choſe 1/rae! from a, 
mong ali thc Kiideeds of the Earth 
to be his, and intended to bleſs them 
gn above all others, and put his Name 
upon them; What Enemies did ap. 
pear 2gainit that people? In Egypr, 
now was P/.17 aob (et upon their ruine/ 
then in the Wilderneſs Amalecch, in. 
deavours to cut them off; and in Cg- 
44n, they had all the Nations round 
bout them, P/ſal. 83. 6, 7, 8. The 
lernectes of Edom, and the Ilhma-. 
tes, of Moab , «nd the Hagarens ; 


q ebal, and Ammon, ana Amalek, 
o, | Tyre. 


\is | | might multiply Inſtances in cyery 
gc, of rhe Potent and Formidable 
Ad. 


(2 
Adverſaries of the . Fa of God, 
In the firſt planting of the Goſpel, 
what oppoſition did appear againſt 2 
Company of poorFiſhcrmen, when 
ehey began to Preach Chriit crucified 
and-riſen from the dead, Some by 


- 


Authority indeavoured to filence} 
"them, ſome by Subtilty to inſnaref « 
them, others Combined to deſtroy 1 
them; that it is a wonder that thef| l 
Rage of the Enemy hath not pre.|# 
yailed -all along to root up all they V 
godly. Jo 
And as great Enemies have riſenſaTr 
up againſt Gods people : So alſo, ay 
gainſt the work which God hath (et aÞM 
Foot in the world. Pharaoh did nom: 
onely hate the I/ aelites, but the workſe: 
which God was doing among thcm 
He would have bin rid of them, bufthe 
he would not let them go to ſerve thqnd 
Lord, When God had them in thqqro: 
Wilderneſs, and was about to (er uit: 
his Worſhip and Ordinances among'Fo 1 
them, what hindrances do ariſe fron h 


among themſelves? How oft do theFuath 
quat 


(25) 
quitrel with Moſes, and reſolve to 
1, | make a Captain to carry them back 
i | again® and inſtead .of promoting 
n | Gods inſtituted Worſhip, how prone 
4 | are they to run to Idplatry ? 
| When afterwards they were Cap 
ce | tives in Babylon, and the time of ut 
ref deliverance from thence drew nigh,the 
oy | Day dawned towards it, God had raiſed 
hel up eminentInſtruments, as Ezrah, Ne- 
co. hemish, Zerubabbel, and Zechariah; 
he what Oppoſition doth this work 
meer withal, from Sazballat, Tobias, 
ſenJand others ; ſo that the Prophet takes 
2.Jnotice of a Mountain, yea a great 
er a]Mountain.that lay inthe way of thoſe 
-ofmen whom God uſed in his work, 
Or Lech. 4+ 7+ 
-mj And when the Lord ſets on foot 
buſthe Reformation in the latter dayes, 
, thnd is about to bring out his Church 
 thErom Myſtical Zaby/on; we find great 
c uFifficultics do occur, ſuch as threaten 
noo (wallow vp the Man-cl:ild, as ſoon 
roms he is born, Fev. 12.4. Now this 
theÞath been Gods way , and conſtant 
qual D courſe, 


courſe, to carry his people, and his 
Work thorow great difficulties, He 
conld keep down 'Enemies as caſily 
. as caſt them down; he could make 
every man king and fair to his people, | 
as he did E/as to Jacob; and help for. 
ward his work, as he did Cyrus : Bur, 
to glorific his Name, and exerciſe his 
peoples Faith, he will carry his work 
thorow the thickeſt of his Encmies, 
and their ſtrongeſt oppoſition. This 
being known to be Gods way from 
the beginning, his people ſhould]; 
prepare for, and expe theſe things : 
And they have no reaſon to be dif. 
- Couraged or to deſpond, beeaulc 
things fall out according to former 
expcriences and their expectations, 
Secondly, It is a uſual way of God 
| after he hath given his people hopes 
. of ſome ſpecial Mercy, to bring them 


Y to a great loſs before he gives it in to 


them, 
When he hath brought ſome Good 
very nigh them, and raiſed their cx- 


peRation , he ſuddenly crucifies all 
| the 


| (27) 

the means leading to it, ſo that they 
ſeethe Mercy lying dead before them; 
and if they go round abour it, and 
view all the means which might 
*Frender it probable, ir ſeems to them 
to be like thoſe dry Bones which the 
Prophetlaw, Z7ek. 37. 2. 

God made a promiſe to Abraham 
of blcſſing all Nations in his Seed:but 
before he ſees this made good; Sarahs 


womb is dead, and «Abrahams body 


is dead alfo. | 

Joſeph has Prophetieal dreams of 
his Honourin his Fathers family: but 
before this is made good he is (old, | | 
and when he gets a little Credit and- 
Reſpect in a Strange Country, he is 
caſt from thence into Priſon, and all 
probabilities of his preferment lie bu. 
tied in a Dungeon. 

David had promiſes of the King» 
dom after #ext, and he riſes fairly to. 
wards it for atime, he comes to be a 
"Wgreat Courtier, a Favorite wtih Zora- 
than and the people : but before he 
comes to injoy this, he muſt be dri. 

D. z yen | 
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ven from Court, and from his own 
Houſe, yea outof the Kingdom, and 
forc'd to ſcrve a ſtrange Prince, 

Thus when God promiſes to re- 
ſtore his people I/7ael, and to unite 
Judah and them together, he fays, he 
will firſt bring them into the Wilder- 
neſs, Hef. 2.14. He will loſe them 
as to their. awn apprehenſions, and 
bring them into fuch erqubles. and di- 
| ſirefles, that they ſhallnar ſee the way 

ont of them, nor perceive.any way [g 
leading to.that gaod which he intends Ji; 

them.. Gads way is toicrucife Mer- fn: 

ciegas they arc.ia the hands, of every Þ a; 
Creature, that we maay-look anly to I 

him. for Salvation” Wicked men [to 

are watchful ta-Rtop everp gap, where [ſe 
1 any good might come in, aad by this [ſe 

' means they help forward the Merey, IL: 
ſos they drive us more; ta-God, and JB, 
ſo, nearer to the Mercy which they Jt 
wauld. prevent. Now they who ſth; 
know.thiszo be Gods way, will yct 
keep Hope alive, though the means 
leadingto the gaod they hopefor, be 
dead. ”—_  Thira- 
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29) . 
Thirdly, Gods way is,not to —_ 
On great works for his peoples good,. 
without great Intermiſſions, ſuffer. 
ing them to fall back by ſome notable. 
Relaples. If he do not altogether 
crucifie the means, yet he ſuffers the: 
work it ſ{clf to receive ſome deadly. 
Blow for atime, Thus it was with: 
I/reel, and that work which was to. ' 
give them both the Land of Ganazn, 
and the Initituted Worfhip of God.. 
How fairly and ſmoothly does this. 
go on fora long time together! God. 
inſtructs them concerning his Ordis« 
nanccs, turniſhes them with Laws, , 
and Statutcs, carries them throughthe. 
Wildcrneſs, ſo that they were come: 
to the very, borders of Canaan, and: 
leemed cycn ready to enter; - Spics are. 
ſent- out on purpole to diſcover the. 
Land &they wait but for their return. 
But when it is come thus far, what a: 
ſtrange Relapſe doth it ſuffer ; and for. 
their Unbelief, they are carried quite 


- tae Lord intended. to carry. them: 
. | | 


ras 


back again into the Wilderneſs; , a3 ib” 
D- 3: \ backs 
"m 


o | | | -4 > 3 5 _ 
back. to. Zgyg. it you.'peruſe the 


| coyered not this, in leſs than Forty 
| years : After ſo long aſtop, it was 
| in-the ſame poſture in which we find 
it, when Calcb and Joſhus, with others 
| were-ſent out to ſpie out the Land : 
| Andas. it was in the bringing them 
out of Zgypr, and the firſt ſetling of 
| his Worſhip among them, ſo it was 
W in the reſtoring ic unto them, when 
MW he called them out of Babylov. How 
W did- the Work- begin to flouriſh in 
| E7ra's time ?. what progreſs did he 
F makein it, ſo thatthings were like to 
£0,0n without any rub > Yet what a 
blo w-did the Work of building the 
Temple receive, ſo that it was hin« 
_ dred in the .Reign of Cyrus, Aha: 
WW ſprerie, and Artaxerxes, to the (e, 
cond year of Darixe, Ezra 4: 5,6, 7. 
If we look: nearer home, we ſhall 
find ' a Confirmation. of - this truth, 
The Reformation, begun in England 
by.-Kiog- Edward the ſixt, ſuffered a 
Relapſe inQuueen Caries days, and 
Wy | _ 


| Hiſtory, you ſhall find that they re-. 


p 5 6 

we. were carried: back. gain into th 
very ſame darkneſs out of which we 
y | were aſcending. Te 
as This is a trurhſo: plainly-afferted in; 
id || the Records of all-Ages, in which any: 
rs | thing of Reformation. hath appeared; 

| : | thatit muſtbe canfeſt to be a Way of 

m | God in all timess. to ſuffer eminent 

of | works, to meet with eminent-(topy:; 
as | and where this isknown and conſider. 
*n | ed, it cannot be thought ground of 
w- Diſtruſt, : 

in Fourthly, Gods way is to carry eh 

1c | his own work while it ſeems to be at a | 
tof ſtand; Though it may meer with. 
'a | many ſtops, yet it never ſtands till, 
1c | Though ſome of the VVheels ſeem 

ne {| to be fixt, yet others are moving 
4-f| which we fee not. In thoſe Inter» 
e, | vals-and Pauſes which appear, God 
7. is ſtill abouthis work. Perhaps, He 
ll] lays-by ſome vitible part of the Delis 
h, verance of his people, and of the 
Deſtrudion of Antichriſt; he ſuffers 
that part to ſtand ſtill which our Eyes 
are moſt upon, but ſome. part of - is 
"+ by Bs Il 


Mill in hand; He is either preparing the 
Enemy for ruine, or fitting his peo- 
-ple for Mercy. Theſins of the Amo- 
rites muſt be fill'd up beforeMbrahams 
ſeed can pofleſs the Land, and 1/raet 
- muſt be fitted for -Canaen, cre they 
can-enter-it; Now thoſe very Pro- 
vidences which ſeem to retard gene« 
ral Mcrcies to the Church, doin a 
fecret way haſten them; forthey do 
prepare and make rcady.ſome things 
which do neceſlarily conduce to 
them; | 

Fifthly, Gods way of. working is 
fuch, that no difficulties can ſtand be- 
fore him when he will appear. What 
can lic in the way of God, and the 
Salvation promiſed to his people, but 
Pult and Afhes> And what is all the 
oppoſition of the world before him; 
more than Chaff: before the Wind ? 
or Stubble before: the Fire ? Bring 
the ſtrongeſt Thorns of. the Wilder- 
neſs, and make the. ftouteſt . Fence 
you can, and-{ee-whether you can 
hedg- up: his. way, . J/a+ 27+ .4- - '#h0 
; | W1ld, 
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would ſet the Thorns and Bryers as 
gainf? me in Battel, 1 Would go thore'w- 
s [| rhem, and would burn them together. 
f [1 would firſt break thorow and deſpiſe. 
y | their oppoſition, and then returrwand 
. | chaſtiſe their folly in their deftruRie 
. $00. Thus God dealt with Phargah:. 
x | he raiſed as much oppoſition as he 
o | could againſt Gad,. but He led his 
$s | peoplethrough the- midſt of all rheit* 
o | Oppoſlers while. theic hands were: 

bound, and then: he let them looſe: i 
is {again to: follow. //rach into the Red., | 
>. {Sca, where he buried them-under the 
zt {| walls which fhelter'd 1/rael. 
C And were thoſe great Oppoſitions 
it | which were-raiſed againſt the build- 
e Jing of the Temple, more ſuccesful? 
1; | zech.4.7.#ho art thou,a great CHouns. 
2 rain, before zerubbabel; 850m ſhalt 
g flozcome a plain, Who ant. thou ? Tt 
r- Fisan{wered, A great Mountain. Burt ' 


what is a Mountain, yea-a great 


8 
n I Mountain , or all the Mountains of 
> flthe warld before bim?> Bu# as the 
/d, Bmall-duft of the ballance, Ia. 40.15. 


All 
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Alt Oppoſitions Nd Difficulties, 
will ſeem Inconſiderable in the way 
of that work which we look upon as 

Gods, to him that knows his ways. 
Sixthly, Itis Gods way to increaſe 
his people , by tho'e Providences 
which are likelicſt 'to deſtroy them, || 4 
Thoſe AfMiQions and Perlecutions | Þ 
which have befallen the People and f 
t 


Church of God, have threatned the 
ruine of the whole ; but indeed have 
not only added to their ſtature in | V 
Grace, but to their increaſe in. num. | g 
bers. Thus I/racl did increafe un- | © 
der a Cruel bondage. Ir is ſaid in | th 
Exod.1.12. The moye they affiifted 
them, ' the more they multiplied. And Js 
it.is obſeryable, that there was no Þ|{« 
conſiderable increaſe of dbreheams IR 
ſeed, til! we read of their oppreſſion, £m: 
God promiſed to give eAbraharn the Jet 
Land after four hundred years, and (the 
we find 200 of theſe expired before fjint 
their coming into Zgypt, and they f| 
were then but ſeventy ſouls, Ge, 
46, 27, aſmall increaſe: - But after Je 

7 ephs 


fephs death, and their oppreſſion in 
the laſt two hundred years, they 
weregrown to a yaſtNumber, ſo that 
there went out fix hundred thouſand 
men of war, beſides Levites, Wo- 
, | men and Children, Exed. 12. 37. 
. | The ſame way hath God taken to raiſe 
_ | a Coſpel-ſeed, he hath multiplied the 
; | Profcfſors of the Truth, -by che Op- 
4 | preſſion and Rage of their Enemies. 
e | Therefore to deſpond, as if the In- 
C 
n 


tereſt of Chriſt were ſinking in the 
world becau'e Perſecution ariſcs, is a 
. | groſs picce of Ignorance of the ways | 
- | of God, who multiplies his people by 
1 | their troubles. 
d | Seventhly, Another way of God, 
d is to work by thoſe whoſe Intereſt 
o [{cems to lie moſt againſt his work, 
15 Rather than Cod will want inſtru- 
1, {ments to deliver his people, and to 
ze {ſet up his Inſtituted worſhip among 
id them, he will make uſe of men much 
re Jlintereſted againlt it, 
ey | Itisthe policy of Satan to twiſt as 
2», [many potent Intereſts together, as he 
. Can 
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| canto hinder theKingdom of Chriſt, 
\ yet when the Lords time is come to, 
. deliverhis people, he oft makes uſe; 
| of thoſe whom we judge moſt in-J 

gaged'againfſt it, , 
_* This is manifeſt in 1//ae!s deliver. 
| ance from the Babyloniſh Captivity ; |; 
| T/zaet was then as the dry Bones, nof: 
viſible means left for their inlarge- 
ment: They were weak and unable; 
to reſcue themſelves, they had no th 
| potent Allies, nor Friends to makefſ.. 
[- terms for them, It was the Intereſt, 
of the Babylonians, to keep them un- 
der intheir Captivity ; and if it could 
be hoped that they would part with 
them, yer they were never able to 
compals the building of the Temple 
in their poverty ; neither could they, 
hope for aſliſftance in this, from thoſe 
| whohad(poiled the Temple of all its]... 
Ornaments, and been enriched with] 
its Treaſures: Yet when the timeþ 
| comes for the building of the Tem. 
| ple, Cyras ſhall let the Jews go; and 
rather than ſuch .a work ſhall =_ 


> 


| 
| 
b; 


L 


) 
lacoutagement, 487 himſelf ſhall ani- 
mate them in building, & farniſh them 
c arg things'negdful for this-work : 
I y (, which is,” marter of Agonith- 
Ml he ſhall give up All the Trea- 
-F fares of the Houſe ' of the Lord, 
'3 | though- they were great, and were a 
-" eonſiderible increaſe of the 'Perfian 
Co wealth: and gteatneſs.” Nay,- which 
ie ſis yet mote i pend&ous, he ſhall ferch 
OJrhem ont of the Houſe of his gods, 
ke trough” confecrated to them, and 
ſt give them back to the Cod of Iſrael, 
MIEz>; 1.7, 3, 9, 10. And although 
this work mct'with ObſtruQtions; and 
vil Counſellours had ſuggeſted to 
he King, Thar it was againſt his In» 
ereſt to ſuffer ſuch a work as this to 
20 forward; yet God'inclined the 
earts of the Kings of Perſia, to fa- 
our and furchercit: As you may ec, 
E746. 8.9.10. E2r147.15.20,21, 

eh.'2.$. Now if: we conlult their 
tereſt; this could noc be rationally 
xpected from them: How could we 

ope rhat they ſhould adyance the 
| E W or- 


Af wichthe 16, 


| me": 
Worſhip of a God 7. did not pro. 
feſs xo ſerve2 Who, could expe 
that they ſhould incourage 1/aely in 
that which would. make them a di- 
Nio& people from all the warld, and 
thereby raiſe them, from being uſcful 
- Servants, to become formidable E- 
nemics? Yet when God, will make 
uſe of mento help forward his Work, 
he will make them Blind. agd Deaf to 
theirown Intereſts ; they ſhall ſerve 
the Intercſts of God, while they ſcem 
to deſtroy their own. 

- . Thus it ſhall be in the Deliverance 
of the Church from Myſtical Baby- 
lon: God will work by thoſe whoſc®* 
Intereſt that Antichriſtian Whoreſ!* 
hath twiſted together with hers a 
gainſt Reformation, and the Liberty 
of the Saints, Yrom her cruel Bon 
dage. For they who did agree to, 
gethcr to give their power to the 
Beaſt, to ſupport and uphold hig's 
| Kingdom, ſhall alſo agree togethet 
to hate the Whore, and make hap 
deſolate, Rev. I7,V. 12, "—_ 
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"Iris matter of Diſcouragement to 
many good men, to conſider how 


. | ray Powerful Intereſts are united, 


2gainit the Intereſt of the Goſpel and 


- \ Reformation, : ' But alas, when God 


I will:wotk, he can ingage rhoſeto af. 
fiſt, from whom in the Eyes of Reas+ 
ſon, we have molt cauſe to- fear. 
And do it is Antichriſt's-grear 
ſseurity; e fits upon many wa- 
ters, 'and hath many © conſiderable 
ones in combination with him : And: 
though theſe ſeem to be inſeparably 
Jfxedto him, ſo that they are in dan, 
ger of ſinkingif he fall, or they ſtart; 
yer -will God not 'only pluc theſe 
way, but alſo ſtrip him naked by 
ofe who haye helped to adorne 


To deſpond therefore; and' ſay, 
fob is low, By whom ſhall he rile? 


If 7 He foxDoliverance, rather teak ſhe: 
4 E 23 ſhall 
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hall want-help, 1God-will, Work by 
his Enemies; | 
Laſt of all, It is Gods way tO ap- 
pear for the Salyation. of his people, 

when their hearts and hopes arc low. 
eſt. He, comes at ,their;; Midnight, 
when they haye no Light of -Scnſe, 
and perhaps few hayethe Light of | 
V 


Faith. That of our iQur 55 Ie- 
markable;,, Z4ke 18. 7,4 ſhall 6 
1201 God avenge bis ow + that 619; ni 


Day and:X jg ht 49180-hin +. | 1allaps be Ih 
will avenge them ſpeeaily-., Neverabe-; 
leſs whey; the, Som: of Man camteth, Wa 
Shall berfnd Faith. ou the Firth 2 {le 
Thoughthere ſball bs fonnd a ſpigit;of Jdc 
Pr3yBe; -amongrthe; Ele&t, and I tell IG, 
you--(ſays:Chrift } God wil avenge ſex 
them, and that ſpeedily tao, and this fthi 
] leave 4z3ppn-Recorg for..thels eam- IGi 
fort: yer, when},,come ta; (deliver; fj; 
I ſhall ggrcely find Fab cengernivg fÞe 
my GComihg, and Aycoging,ampng! Wi 
my.praying people. ; f 

The $24 4s (u!l, of Laſtances No 
to: _—_— Lcuths When: 4braþim 


\ {4 Is 
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is call &to offer up I/aee, (and inhim 
thegrear Bleſſing-promiſcdto all-Na. 
- | tions ) the Lord doth-not appear for. 
- | his detiverangeoutyi ho] Koite be lifts 
+ | 6d: ip, over; higmtte: Shay. him yz, and. 
'- | Abraham (ety a note ot Obſervation. 
» | npon this Providence, . thavit.may be. 
> | for Inſtruftion- and Comfort..to all 
f | the; People of God,,who ſhall meer: 
© | wich qhe; dike difficulties. at any time,, 
| Gen: 22. V4. He calls. it Jehovah. Jj- 
r9:y16h' (and the Proverbial: Glots upon 
be. this is yery-good )In tbe Mount of; | 
6; the; Lord 42. 5hall be ſeen. . It.is not: | 
h, (id; in, the Mount God. hath beens ! 
72-[ſcen, -looking back to what God had. 
of Jdone, but it looks forward to. what: 
ell |Gqd ſhould do; and. his people might: 
ge Jexpect.in 'after-Ages..  9/&; ; leaves. 
ais this Gloſs as a. Prop to the, Faithyof. 
m- [Gods people,}/ that when they. are in 
er; Jas great (treights as.he was, they may; 
£Þc able 19, ſay; _ In the Mount, God- 
gtyvill be; ſeen:, And-this indeed . hath: 
ieen confixmcd, by. Inſtances of. great 


CeS FNOCE, . | 
(E. 3; When. 


s 


[When 1/7ne{was in Frypr, 'andher 
bondage greaty God:irnds a/fes 
with.'a Meffige' of ['Deliverance, and 
the hopes'6ftHfi9; reſveſhteheir: hearts 
4 little, "But we fiid idre-Load laid: | 
ypon their backs/ which were ready | 
to; breik''before;, Tothat the people ||| 
brgthto be angry withiOro/es, judg- | 1 
ie ANA. bad'made ther Genin 
worſe :'' Hereapor God begins to | c 
Plague” the £gyprizns; this moves | v 
| Pharaoh and: his' people, and they ft 
- ſeem inctinable to let H7ae/ goj and at 
beginto treat about it; they treat and Jar 
break, *and renew their Treaty again; JH 
the Ifraclices are between hope and 
fear concerning the iſſue of this ; but [w] 
at; laſt Pharaoh grows 'refolate and fthe 
deſperate, and notonly refuſes'td let Jup 
them go, but threats" Moſes andffro 
Aaron with death, if they come any! 
more in his fight, Exod. 10. 28:1Th 
Now. you_ may c6nceiye- the heartsſity þ 
of 'the Children of 1//ae/are ſinking,fs; 6 
and they reaſon thus with thetnſelves;Ifite 
If allthis will not work our Deliver{#/ 
ancey- - 


7 
ance,” then wor ba. us; 'weſkce Pha-' 
raob'is refoly'd not to let.us goz we 
nuaſt —_—— fufferingand perpe-. 
tual ſſavety, \ yea, -and' tovbear: what: 
ever the wrath of an inraged Enemy: ' 
ean infliſt upon us; 'who will ſurely 
be: revenged forall chat. Zeypr: hath 
ſuffered, and fo all. theſe: plagnes witk 
in the Conclufion' and: niBffeft,: fall 
onus; Thus dark in atl probability 
were their apprehtenfions; : but now 
the rimeis come tofulfil the Promiſe, 
and- God appears at their Midnight, 
and brings: themi- out with: .a high 
Hand. 

Let us follow them into Canaan; 
where we find them. ſinning away 
their Freedom, and God gives them 
up into the hands of the Philiftins, 
from whom he doth not deliver them 


nyFtill they are brought exceeding low, 
28: Their enemies we ſhall find were ve- 
csÞfy high,” and they as low, 1 Sem. 13: 
0g: 6. they wetedifpirited, theirhearrs 
res;ERiled: thems | /o that many hid then »- 


£31 
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ves in: Rocks; Caves: and Thickets» 
RF nigh. 


-high Places and- Pits: they-who had 
ſo much courage to aſſemble with 
Saul,followed him trembling, - ver: 7; 
and theſewere buta very few, . 1:5. 
about fix hundred men, and theſe allo 
unarmed; v. 22. and that: their af- f 
fiction might be preſſed down and |: 
mnning over, their King .and:Gene- | « 
al ihad receiveid:a. dreadful Check; a | 4 
ſad Meſſage of hisReje&ion; and the [| 
Prophet that brought it was gone a- [tl 

it: 

bi 


way, as if he would not ſtay. to ſec 
the ruine of him, and that- handful 
of, men that followed him. Surely. Ik 
this people ſeem to be as near to de- [ga 
fruction, as 7/aac in the Mount ; yet fe 
here was Ged ſeen, and Deliverance ſie 
comes when it was never leſF'expc- Fa 
Qed or-hoped for-by a peaple.. LO 
; Let us view them in thcir CaptivityÞ » 
when they were in Babylon, and thcirfe./ 
Condition was as deſperate, as cver,f0 
- Ezeh. 37: 1; 2, 34; 1ſracl. was: like ave 
company. of dry Bones, yea, likeÞtyr 
Bones which.had not a Grave affordÞPtai 
cd them;. they. were ſcatteeed, Bongrfle 


f, 1 
* 4 


(45) 
fronyBone, and —_ dry; i40 that the? 
Lord asks the./Prophet;-this Quelki>, 
. | 0n:;. Cer theſe dry Bones live? Pro- 
» | babilities of their Deliverance ccaſcy 
- | and the Poſſibility comes-now to. bg 
a'Queſtion,, and it is ogreat a Queſtiy 
>. | oft, that God only. can refolye: it + 
a | Lord 1hou knoweſt, Ways the [Prophet ; 
ze | Heonly can tell what can; be done in 
a- Ithis Caſe, who'can do what; he will 
ec Jib any Caſe. Now when-thipgs are 
al Ibroughtto this Extremity, then the 
1y.[-ord begins to: work,” ver. 42.5. Ant 
Je- [gain the Lord fajd unto:.me, Prophes 
yer Pie: mpon''thele: Banes ,. and-lay'un+: 
xceo-[thenvs 0 ye! dry; Bones, beat the 
pe- FPard'of © the. Zorde-. Thus: faith the: 
Lord God untothele Bones, Behold; 

rity Pall canſebreath toenter tnto y0u, and 
hcirÞe.ſbal/liwe, i &c..Andasit warthen,: 
yer, [&in will.be attrac lat ahd great De- 
-e aſwerance of rhe -Ciumcch, trom the 
lkeÞl[yranby of Myſtical Baby/on, The 
ordÞtaft fo. far. prevails over. the Wits 
zongefſes;: that they Propheſic in Sack» 
fronoth: a:grieat while; but a little bes 
3 | Orc 


* 
(46) 

fore the ruingof Antichriſt, he over- 
comes, andkills'the Wirneſſes, "and 
inſults over their dead Bodies, Rev.il. 
7, $, 9. But-now, when their dead 
Carcales have. been expoſed to the 
view of all theworld, and the ſcorn 
of ' Antichriſt hath been ſufficiently 
manifeſted in Triumphing over them, 
and making merry for their Deſtru- 
Qion; even then ſhall God raiſe up], 
theſe. Witneſſes; and his .Wotk and 'þ 
Cauſein their Hands, tothe Aſtonith, th 
ment. and. Terrour of their Adverſa- 
ries: And then, when the Whore 
rhought ſhe had gotten all, ſhall thoſe]; 

Voices be heard; The Kingdoms of | © 
the World,are become the Kingdoms, 
of our Lord and his Chriſt. And in- 4 

decd, this is that whichthe Lord fore- «x 
told long ſince , Deut.'32.36. Tht py 
Lord will judg hi; people, and .repentf any 
himſelf for his Servants, When he ſees un 
that their power is gone, andthere 1 ! 
none ſhut up or left, Gods people at 
have been. too high, but never: toc Ye 
low for him ro work by : TherelooY 
l 


i 
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the lower and faſter they fall, the 
ſaoner we (hall expe& their Deliver- 
' | ance, if we judg as, people. that un. 
- | derſtand the Ways of God towards 
| | his people. Bur if we ſhall ſtretch 
- | our mealuring Line over the Path of 
1 } the Almighty, we ſhall afflictand per- 
7 | plcx,our own fpirirs, diſhonour and 
' | provoke God, and give up our hopes 
uponcvery Cloud that ariſes, and all 
r becauſe we know not the Ways of 
"the Lord. Thus I have ſhewn you 
that Diſtruſt of God in freights, is a 
conviction of Ignorance concern- 
go ing the Ways of the Lord, which 
he walk+ in towards us. 

I may add alſo, It is a Demonſtra. 
ft.on of our Ignorance, touching the 
ways which we ought to walk in; 
towards him. For the ways of our 
Duty, aſwel as the ways of Provi- 
dence, are "called the Ways of the 
ord in Scripture, as is evident if we 
onſult, P/a/. 18.21, 2 Cor. II. 6. 
P Þ/al. 108.5, And this is certain, he 
Jhat is not mindful of one, ſeldom 
under- _ 


| Underſtzhds he ocller they who do 
miſtake Gods ways of Providence to- 
| wards them, commonily fail in-che'r 
| Duties to him. When 1/7aet did 
miſinterpret his Proyidences, they 
preſenly talked of going back into 


Egypt ; and thoſe Hypocrites in Ma- | 


lachi, when they ſaw that things went 
contrary to their expeQation, cry 
out, al. 3.14. What profit s 
| there in (ſerving the Lord, they are 
carried back again to their old Pro- 
| phaneſs. Such perſons ſhew an Ig- 
norance in the ways of God, inthrec 
particulars: They know not,or con- 
{ſider not, 

Firſt, That it is our duty to hold 
' on in the VVays of God, notwith. 

ftanding all the difficvlcies or dark- 
| neſſes that can ariſe, This'is that which 
the Apoſtle cxhorts unto, Heb. 12. 
I3. Makeſtreight- ſteps to your feet, 
let no Aftition or Trouble thar'yon 


meet withalin.the ways of God, turn 


you out of the way, 'or make you 


paths crooked ; to make you pick N 
| A anay- 


.JÞow thou art careſul to keep cloſe ta * 


{vidential wiys are Dark and latritatc; 
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and chooſe for S ſelves, the way 
which is ſmootheſt and ſafeſt, and 
make you leave the way which is 
neareſt; andto this purpoſe he ſets 
the Example of Chiilt before them, 
who went ſtrait on in his way,though 
.the Croſs, the Shame, andReproach 
of - men lay in it, Hb. 12.2. 

If thou knowelt not the way in 
which God walks in rowards thee, 
yer thou knowelt the way in which 
thou artto wa'k with God. It there 
be not a Path of Providence viſible, 
yet there is a way of Duty, Be lure | 
thou keep cloſe to this, and (tep not | 
our of Gods way to ayoid trouble; 
it is better to meet w th danger in 
our Duty, than doubrs abour it, If 


Gdds revealed ways, when his Pro- 


He w.li ſet 1 Maik of Honour upon 
thee, as he did upon thoſe who kept 
cloſe to him, and their: duty, wacn 
It was dangerous ,' Mal. 3.16, 17. 


Now Diſtruſt carries men out of their 
F WaY » 
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tl - way, and while they are judging of 
Providence , they are forgetful of 
their own Duties. 
 », Secondly, We ſhould not only 
hold on in ourduty, under the great- 
et difficulties: and diſcouragements, 
but we ſhould continue with hope, 


have us plough in hope, and work as 
thoſe who. ſerve a good Malter, 
Therefore, Hope is not only com. 
mended _as the Priviledg, but com. 
| maaded as the'duty of Gods people, 
| Lam. 3.26, It 3s good that a man 
| ſhould hope, and quietly wait for the 
{ Salvation of the Lord, And 1 Pet. 1, 
13. the Apoſtle - ſpeaks after this 
| manner , Gird up the loins of your 
minds, be ſober, 'and hope to the end. 
| Now there be three things which we 
| ſhould hope for, in the troubles 
which befal the Church : Firſt of all, 
We ſhould hope that God will in our 
days fulfil the Promiſes which hc 
hath made, for the Reſtoring and De- 


- When we are loweſt; God would|- 


livering of his Church, God would 
8. have 


for her Deliverance, but rejoyce alſa 


-| ring of Trouble, may ripen and pre-" 
-| pare them for the next Generation. 


-| bles our (elves, and hope for to res 


-Jfion , and regoyce in the Lord your 


. (57) 
have us zot only bear our partin the 
Afflitions which befal it, and pray 


in the hope of. her promi'ed vSalvati- 
on, Rom. 12. 12. Rejoyeing in Hope, 
patient. in Tribulation, Secondly, 
Weſhbould hope, ' that if the Mercies 
which we wait for, are not ready for 
us, yet our patient and prudent bea- 


Thirdly, If e wſec not any of the ? 
Promiſes fulfilled, which concern the | 
good of the whole Church, yet we # 
ſhould expe good out of theſe trous |} 


ceive benchit from our Affiitions. 7, 5 

Thirdly, W e ſhould not only hope, 
but rejoyce always in God; this is 
as politively commanded, as any 
duty, both in the Old and New Te» 
ſtament, 7/al. 33. 1. Regoyre in the 
Lord, oh ye Righteous. And Pal. 97. 
I2, Joel 2.23, Begladrye Children of 


God, Phil. 4.4. Kejoce in the Lord 
F 2 always, 


+ 


( 2 
always, yea again, 52) ſay Prjogee. It 
- thou arta Believer, thou art calFd to 
rejoyce in God, what ever thy con- 
dition be; and thou art bound in 
every thing togive thanks, andif thou 
haſt ro- other conſideration to make 
rhee thankful but this, it is enough. 

Thy caſe, neither is; nor ever ſhall 
be ſo bad, but thow-ſhalt have ;ome» 
thing to rejoyce in; and God who beſt 
underſtands thy Condition, bids thee 
re;oyce, Buta wicked man was ne. 
ver call'd upon to rcjoyce, by him 
who underſtands h's Cendition ; and 

when he comes to know himſelf, he If y; 
will confeſs that he hath. been joyful _ 
without acauſe, whereas thouartne- ||. 
ver Withcut . cauſe of rcjoycing. uj 
Therefare do as Job did, when he n 
cou'd not recjoyce in the-Providences If 
of Gol, he rejoyced in his Name, 
Bleſſed br the Name of the Lord, ſays 
7-b: Thuugh the Providences of 
God were full of Darkneſs, his Name 
was full of Light and Comfort, when 


a Vie pes Providence makes the heart 
ſink 
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fiak with fear; a ſight of this by 
Faith, will caiſc it again to a frame of 
Blcſſing: And certainly, the dcjeQti- 
ons of Gods people, do moſt of-. 
them ariſe from -an overlooking, ov. - 
forgetting cf the blefſed Name of 
God, waick is made up of loving- 
Kindneſs, Mercy, Goodneſs, and 
Truth; to-all that are in- Covenant: 
with him; and ſpeaks nothing but 
Conſol:tion and . Incouragement., 


whatcver may bethe Language of his 
Providences. Thus you fee. Unbe-- 
lief ſpeaks our Ignorance: of Gods: 
ways, Whether they be ways of Pro-; 
vidence in which- he walks towards. 
us, or ways of. Duty in which wears - | 
to walk with him; T have been Jarge 
upon this; becauſe the Holy - Ghoſt 
jinficterh upon this, asthe reaſon way. 
Iſrael mi'cacried,. and..God was prov 
voked. 


34) 
uſe of the Point. 


_ a Proyocation,.- then let us ſearch 
and try our ways, and make narrow 
inquiry into our hearts, and we ſhall 
find upon the Obſervation of their 
Frames and - Carclages under the 
{ſtreights which we have met withal, 
more ſinto be humbled for, than we 
have yct been ſenſible of, God hath 
many ways to bewilder a people,ſom. 
times in their Perſonal, fometimecs 
intheir Family Concernments, ſome. 
times by bringing private ſometimes 
publick Intereſts to lols ; ſometimcs 
by clouding our Ciwll, and ſometimes 
our Spiritual Comforts; and ſome. 
times again, He brings dark Provi- 
dences upon us, and even ſruſtrates 
our ExpeCtation.in every Creature: 
He takes away thoſe who might have 
been Props to' us, and perhaps hides 
himſelf, and we grope in thick dark- 
nels for the Way, 


F Diftruſt in our ſtreights be ſo-great- 


Nov 


Now it is obſeryable, that Affliti« 
on makes us look back upon former. 
Conditions, and inquire what hath 
bieen the fin of them; as David, in: 
1 | is trouble ſees the folly of his pro. 
ſperity, Pſa. 30.6,7. But our Pro. 
| | ſperity ſeldom leads us back to conſi- 
x | der, and mourn over the miſcarriages 
e | that we haye been guilty of, under 
|, | Affliction, Notwithſtanding we 
'e | Murmure, and expreſs much Impati- 
h Þ| ence, at leaſt are fall of Diſtruſt, ana 
1. | Deſponding thoughts,touchingGod's 
es | Providence and gracious,Carc over 
e- Jus: Yet we ſcldome recal thole to 
es [judg our (elves forthem, and the rea. % 
cs [ſon is, we think theſe are Lapſcs of ' 
es eahe pardon, and that there is reaſon 
e-fto be fetcht for theſc things from out 
vi-] Condition, We think our ſtreights 
es Will juſtifie our diſtruſts; ahd we rec- 
e:fkon theſe among the Frailties of 
ve[Gods people: But what we have 
excuſed as frailties and Iinfirmitics, 
the Holy Ghoſt condemns as Provo. 
citions, Wherefore if you recollect 
your 


your thoughts, you will find cauſe 
to. bewail 'thoſe things as great Pro. 
yocations, Which. you -have fiightly 
paſſed over as ordinary weakncſles, 
Therefore let us judg our felyes, for 
our diſtruſt of God under tormer 
tryals; Ict us ſayas David did of him- 
ſelf, in the like caſe, P/al. 73.2.2. So 
fooliſh and igxorant was I, and 4s a 
beaſt before thee. A ſound and thorow 
hambling- of your- ſelves for- theſe 
things, may prevent the like miſcar. J 
riages fortime to come. 


U/ 2. 


The next and principal ufe of this f 
=_ is to caution Profeſſours of Pide 
. Godlineſs, that they provoke notÞPt 
God as theſe 1/raelites did. . TakePilt 
| the very words of the: Apoſtle, andPur 
] hope you will give the more heed 
to-this Uſe, as being proper and ge-Pre\ 
nuine, ſuch asthe Holy Ghoſt makesP!d 
of it, ver. 12: Take heed le# therdf't_ 


be in any of you an evil heart: of wnklic '* 6 
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If.God ſhould bring you into a 
Wilderneſs , and you ſhonld meet 
with the ſame ſtreightrs that 7/ree/ met 
Withal, if you ſhould ſee no way 
out of them ; yer rake heed of theif 
fins: Remember, that all their ſtreights 
and troubles did not juſtifie their di- 
ſtrut, God would not pals by their 
Unbelicf, thoug') they Were his own 
people, and the only people he had 
inthe world ; and they were the firſk 
that were ſo exerciſed, and: ſo mighe 
plcad Ignorance more than we can. 
\ndif he will not ſpare them, much 
leſs us, whog have their experiences 
1is pnd-the addition of many Ages be- 
of ide to confirm us in our depending 
otÞpon God, If he puniſhed their 
keÞiſtruſt ſevenfold, he: will puniſh 
.ndÞpurs leventy times ſevenfold. 
.:d] Now, It being my great deſign to 
ac-Prevent this fin, to which 1/7aet of 
LesÞld: was ſo inclined, and to which 
;ex4 if I may judg by my,own heart) 
© are (till roo propenſe, 1 ſhall lay a 
$v Conliderations before you z and 


' Provocation. Iſrael was guilty of 


_- 


hearrs, that this ſin may be preven- 


* did, Heexpreſthis diſpleaſure againſt 


(58) | 
Ohthat God would ſpeak ſoeffeftual- 
ly by them, to every one of our 


red. | 
* Fir, Conſider, Ir is a provo- 
king fin : Its call'd in the Text the 


many and grievous fins in the Wilder- 
gels; bur none provoked God as this 


gther fs, as their Idolatry , their 
whoredoms with the Daughters of 
UHoab,their laſting after ſtrange ficth, 
= he did not ſet any ſuch note of his 

dignation, upon any of theſe, 254 
as hedid upon their Unbeliet: ThisjAC 
fin bears the name of the Provoci-ſ 
tion, 

In other caſes he did ſhew Mercy 
and palt by the Tranſgreſſion of 'hi 
Heritage, but bccavſe of this fin he rc 
tained his 2nger, till he nad conv 
med them inthe VVildernels. Yea 
Hoſes who had given fuch notablqh 
proof of his Faith and Courage infrhi 
Feypt, for oneAR of unbelicf, _ 'S7 


(59) | 
be debatr'd from going into Canaan, 
Dew. 32, 51,52. And though he 
could prevail tor the 'whole Nation, 
when they had rranſgrefſed in making 
the. Golden Calf, &xod.3;. 17. Yet 
he cannot prevail for himſelf,to:goup 
into that good Land, no, though he 
prayed for it, and reaſons from all the 
kindneis that God o ſhewn him al» 
ready,Dewt. 3.24, 25. Yethe can get 
ono ther Anſwer bat this; Speak 10 me 
mo more of this matter. 

' Surely, God is angry with this ſin, 
for which he will nor: be intreated'by 
ofes, and for himſelf, and for one 
\& of unbelief. Any thing that ſa- 
7ours of Infidelity , diſpleafes God 
more than many crimes of Morality, 
od will note more, and viſic your 
nbelief, and diſtruſt of hi- Mercy, 
oodne(s, and Truth® ihar.all other 
our miſcarriages under Affliction 
nd the reaſon i is, becauſe ie- is molb | 


* InFFhich ſhould honour God)” eſpetial- 
nulyy itt time of- trouble, For —_ | 
oth 
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doth ſo expreſs the Life and Power off - 
Grace in times-of Temptation and 
Affliction, as Believing , Hoping, 
and Rejoycing in God; this dothf * 
moſt eminently plea him, and give 
him glory, and the contrary muſt 
needs as much difpleaſe and provokef | 
him; and if we will not believe this] } 
to be a truth, God will make us feelſ 1 
it, EN | 
Secondly, Conſider, Ycu will not] C 
only provoke, but you w:ll grieve the « 
Lord by this fin: I hope, you will / 
weigh this well, becaule it is allo of 2 
Confideration in the Text, and ſhewd h 
how God is affected with the miſcar a 
riages of his people, when they dif tr 
ftruit him. The word which we ren fo 
der grieved, is obſervable, =&&z5=f js 
wich comes of :z# which lighyics be 
the Bank of a River, becauſe gricl th 
makes the heart ſwell, as a Rivth 
does, when it oyerflows it Banks. to 
:i This Paſſiqn is attributed to God 'ye 
toſhew what offence he! takes: at tbif th; 
fia; Ic is compoundgd' of Angell ch; 
| Love 
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Love, and Pitty, When we- meet * 


with'that which is oficnlive in thoſe 
we love. we are the more troubled, 
forat the ARt fimply, but becauſe it 
is the Ae of one whom we love. 
+» Tt js obſerved, that the word here 
uſed, is not uſed. any where in all the 
New Teſtament, ſave in this Chap- 
ter, toexprels Gods diltalt at 7/raels 
ſin. Bur it is frequently uſed in the 
id Teſtament ; by this word the 
offence WW nic! | Rehabs: 45 OV 2t E- 
ll ſa#'s hating of Jaceh isexprefi Ted, Gen, 
27. 46. She was angry with him for 
Raging bis $ Brother, bur tnis was not 
all; to hcr anger was added crief and 
trc able of ſpirit, becauſe i was hcr 
fon E/autihat hated him, Thus God 
is hight: etiended with the fin of un- 
beiict it bur he is grieved when rnis is 
the fin of a people fo near him; (© 
hat we ſee ſich a P2001 15 attributed 
to God as is giycn to Parents or Go 
VErtours, when t ey {ee t10%C whom 
they love, and have under their 
charge, running into y.le and dan- 


"i. 
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gerous courſes, notwithſtanding all 
their care to reclaim them, Now a 
Child that hath any Remains of good 
nature in him, though he hath no 
grace, and will not be Ropt in his full 
Career of ſin, by all the InſtruQions 
and CorreQions of his Parcnts, but 
grows regardleſs of their anger and 
diſpleaſure, and hath born many a 
Check, Reproof, or Blow, without 
relenting ; yet hath mclred when he 
hath ſeen his Father or Mother mourn 
for him, and lay his Condition to 
heart. Chriſtian , Canſt thou hear 
that God is proyoked, and not fear ? 
Yea, Can you hear that he is gric- 
- ved, and not melt > Surely you can. 
not : Grace is the moſt ingenuous 
thing of the world, It is the beſt 
Nature,for it is the Divine N ature: Let 
it ſuffice to tell you, that unbelicf 
will go very near the heart of your 
Father ; if any thing could be ſaid to 
break his tfeart, it would be this. His 
Enemies, the Prophane ones of the 
world, do vex and anger him, but 
you 


(63) | 
you are the people that grieve hinv 
your ſins dotrouble him, at a higher 
rate than theirs, and, of all your ſins; 
1 | unbelief moſt of all. Oh therefore, 
if God. have any conſiderable Inte. 
reſt in your hearts, -ler unbelicf have 
4 | none. Oh do not grieve the Spirit 
of God that would comfort you; 
If you ſadden the Spirit of the Lord 
by your Diſtruſt, how ſhall he com- 
fort you in your Niltreſs ? 

Thirdly, Conſider, You will loſe 
the moſtglorious opportunity of ho- | 
2 nouring God and Religion, / that ever 
was put into your hands; nay, per- 
haps thou mayſt never have the like | 
again: God has brought thee into a 
&f| Wilderneſs, that thou mayſt give thy 
Teſtimony, and ſetto thy Seal, that 
of God'is true. Men will obſerve, and;\ 
if ever, now they will believe it: they 
take little notice what thou, ſayſt of 
God in proſperity ; the Devil excep« 
ted againſt Job's Teſtimony in this ; 
caſe : But,ſays he, put forth thy hand 
and touch all that he hath, and he 
G 2 will 
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will curſe thee to thy face. 
Itisno proof of ncerity, to ſpeak 
well of Cod. while he does well ro th 
us; Or to follow Chrit while he hath (a 
the LoaveP#: but, to follow him in 2 T 
wilderneſs, ina Lind notfown ; ye2, v 
to follow him chearfully roo, Will 
make men take notice of, and re- F 
gard Our Telt:mony that we bear ro 


VC 
his Goodneſs,  All-ſufficiency , and ar 
Truth, He rat runs may read in thy or 

ar 
Cheactul behaviour under ſtreights 'o 


" ghat God is good, becanſe thon |; 
fneakeft good of him aF all times; 
that he is All tuthczent; becauſe you 
can be contented, yea, full, and a. f| - 
bound in the want of all things, ha- 


; : : "In na 
Ving him; that he is True and Futhe I... 
I; becauſe you canimbrace the Pro- NF 7. 
miſes, and live upon them, whenall F_ c 


Providences run contrary to ther. || ;; 
tr 
Oh Chriſtians , If ever you would ble 
bave the worid believe that God is Nh... 
3004, . yea, the Chet Good, that lic "i 
Is to be choſen for himiclt, that he: 
your Po::ion, and clongh When a 
LONS ; 
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lone; and that you have choſen kim 
ſo,” and do not repent your choice, 
If cyer you. would convince men. 
that God is True, and that he never 
fails thoſe that ſeek him; bear Your 
Teltimony to thele things in -a 
Wilderneſs; then men will believe 
you. Walk bur evenly and chear- 
{ully in the ftreights that he brings 
you, and his people into; and you 
will per[wade men more, than a thou» 
fand >crmons poſlibly will do; but if 
you loſe tucn an Opportunity, never 
louk:oNonoUr LOS at thatrate while 
you I:Ve, 
| Fourihly, Conſider, Difirut of 
' | God hath no excuſe, Though men 
have many pleas for it, yet when thy 
yes arc oper.ed, tou wilt have nd 
cloak for 1t.1i)s impoſſible for aCnild * 
of God: to be Drought into any 
ſtreight, or 10 experience any trou- 
ble or d-ficulty in any cofigition, for | 
which God tatn no. provided Ome | 
farable word of Prone, it yo Id 
be to0 long a v ork for thighs wid Te rf 


C 1 8, 
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{ take, to ſhcew you what proviſions 
God hath made for the Comtort and 
Support of his people in all cſtarcs. 
} Tf I ſhould deſcend to particulars, I 
| ſhould not know where to ſtop: I 
{ ſhall only hint what care he hath ta- 
{ ken for the general Intereſt of his 
people, wacn he brings his Church 
intoa Wildcrnels, as he did-1/rae/. 
This is a certain truth, thar God 
never calls his people into a. Wilder. 
neſs, but he givcs them Bread in their 
Hands, or ſends it thither bcfore 
them, that they may live and feed 
| BPOn' it in their ſtreights. As God 
ſent 7o/eph before to provide for Ja- 
09, and to keep him and his family 
| ak the Famine : So does he ſend 
roviſion before, for the Faith of 
{ his people, P/al. 74. 14. Thow brak- 
eſt the hi ads-of the Dragon in the W4- 
#er-; thou brakeſt the head of the Le» 
| Fiathan 2 pieces, and gaveſ} him 
19-be, mag to the prople , inhabiting 
the nilderneſs, Iſrael was, but ut 
Ray, cntring into a barren ——_— 
il- 
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Wilderneſ;; and that he might not 
faint for want of Proviſion for his 
Faith, he.gives him a miraculous 
Deliverance from the Red-Sea, and 
Pharach; the experience of which 
was enough for their Faith to feed 
upon, "in all the Difficulties they 
ſhould afterwards meet with : Had 
they underſtood and improved this 
Deliverance, they would never have 
provoked God by Diſtruſt in the 
Wilderneſs, 

Objedt. But you- may ask, What 
Proviſion hath God made for his peo» 
ple, now in the wilderneſs ? | 

Anſw, Firſt, You have the Pro- 
pheſies of the Troubles which ſhall 
befal the Church of God, and the 
Perſecutions which ſhould ariſe. It 
we belurpriſed at any time, 't is our 
own f:ult, God hath warned us, and 
furniſhed us with all his Armour, he 
hach bid us put it on, and be always 
fhod with the preparation of the Go- 
ſpel of Peace. Now expeQation of 
evil, is a great preparation to the 
| | bear- 
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bearing of /it : This Chrift intimates, 
when he ſays, John 16, 1. Theſe 
things have | told you, that you might 
- nut be offended, What an unreaſonab.e 
thing isit ro diſtruſt God, becauſe his 
Word js true ? He hath told us that 
through many Trivulations, we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and if we w.li live godlily, we mu't 
ſuffer Perſecution; ' now wien we 


find what he hath forctold of this, 


proves tru2; why, ſhovld we not be- 
fieve all the Promilſes which he hath 
joyned® ro rhefe Predictions? Are 
not his Proinifes as true, as any part 
of his Word? Ard hath not he = 
foreto'd our Troubles, promiſed t 
bear us up under them, -carry us Fa 
row them , an2 to” GO us £00d © 
them 2 

Secondiv, You havye all che Pro: 
milrs of the good which God hath 
to br ng upon his p?o0p!e in the lame? 
davs; edteſes: & io m:3de, that you 
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my cxpeogtineir falft ling in the Gars. 


El? Linacs ; and this preſent Age © 
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not. exemprecb fork, yorlog the glomſ 
of them. © © 

Though many hank been ro00 bold 
to fix upon'the time, and: have miſ« 
carried in theix Comeftares,aflerting;, 
the time tobe contls for. the maknig 
go0d of ſuch and ſuch Pronmfes to tie 
Charch, and for the utter deſtruction 
of Antichrift; yer this we may;con. 
fidently affirm, this Generation tsnot 
excluded fromy hoping ta: tee tÞcic 
things, Now the conſideration that 
God hath madc glorious Promiſes to 
his C hurch; anditttat we are allowed 
to hope for the Accompliſhment of 
them in our days, is enough to'carry. 
us patiently and chearfully thorow 
all intervening Difhcuities, Nay,” bad 
we a pramite- onlv of many years yet 
bh come, as Adbraher had of Camas 
an, yet it ſhould be a marycltous (up- 
port to us, to think; that it ſhouli be 
well with t1e Cinrch of god, inthe 
Generations !9 cone, 

Thirdly, We have al! our owa 


\. and the Ciurches Deliycrances, in 
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formertimes, What ever God hat 
| done for any of us, or for his peo- 
ple in time of trouble , or for the 
preſervation of his Church under Pere 
ſecution; or Deliverance of it from 
Captivity, it is all our meat in the 
Wilderneſs. 

Fourthly, We have many .choiſe 
and precious Promiſcs made to ſuch 
aſtate, No Condition hath ſomuch 
of Succour or Comfort promiſed to 
It, as this, 

For Support, T'le name but two, 
which are ſufficient to bear up our 
hearts, 1/4. 43. 1.2+ But now thas 
faith the Lord that created thee, oh ]a- 
cob, and be: that formed ther, oh Iira- 
el, Fear net: For I have redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy N ame, 


thou art mine. When thow paſſeſt tha-|. 


row the Waters, I will be with thee, 
and thorow the Rivers, they (hall nat 
overflow thee; when thou Wwalkeſt tho- 
row the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, 
neither ſhall the rlame kindle upon zhee: 
\For, I am the Lord thy God, &c.. 


When 
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When was this promiſe made 2 
Now, faith the Lord : If welook to 
the cloſe of the precedent Chapter, 
we ſhall find, ic was when 7/raet was 
given up toRobbers, and Jacob to the 
Spoil: But wherefore was this per. 
haps it was only for iryal 2 No, it was 
for their Diſobedience, becauſe they 
would not walk in his ways, Chap. 
42. 24. But, poſſibly, this was but 
ſome light cranfitory Affliction: No, 
it was accompanied with all Expreſſi- 
ons of Dread and Terrour, Here is 
Anger, yea the fury of anger, and 
t:is poured out upon him ; here is 
the Battel, and that made ſtrong a- 
exiſt him : Here's fire, yea Iſrael ſet * 
on fire, andthat round about, com, 
paſſed in with trouble on all hands ; 
and,which is worſt of all, henot lay- 
ing this to heart, I/rael ſins, and-. 
God viſits his ſin, yet he ſins un. 
der this V ſitation; yer, which is won. 
derful, I/rae!/ muſt not fear; God 
will be wich him to ſupport him un- 


*[dertheſe troubles, What an Argu« 


, ene. 


(y | 
ih SK .- 
vietrt% here; forthe Faith 'of Gods] 2 
p<ople, When * _ taffer for Righ-. | fi 
teoatt'ets 2 ti 
? WGdh fc ebtir' "ry Whs firf. | 7 
fer Fo Yilobeving 49 wie” how | h 
miich mort thoſe, who'liffer for' ob- | h: 
ſervihgit? I he will be' with his peo-f| to 
pte tader 4 Faitions which he bri:, 21 H 
vpon them ; for not - walking in his on 
ways; how Cih he {or{ike them in: f thi 
Mie thy which men bring. npon Wi 
them,” for obſcrving his Command: bu 
Surely, God will go thorow fire aniin a 
water withtheſe: As he was with rk<fthai 
three Children in the fire, and wirrffear 
I/-atl inthe water; fo will hebe wi:aſſu 
his people 1n ail their ſtreighrs : Anand 
what is fire and water when yod is S 
them, with us ? rea 

We have a promiſe in theNew TeÞs gr 
tament, which conficens all this ©their 
us, Heb. 13.5. He hath ſaid, 1 w:i'$.1c 
never fave thee, nor *t 3 (ake thefecnt 
The Apoſtle improves this agar f f ber, 
the occefions of Diftrut. whith-: rFlhey 
either outwatd- wauts, ing ndet 
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and Perſecutionsfrom men: - Tothe 
firſt, he ſays, Be content With ſuch 
things as you have; for he hath ſaid, 
I will never leave thee. What can * 
he be ſaid to want, who is ſure of 
| having God, and knows what it is 
| to injoy him. Againſt the ſecond, 


1 Hereaſons from the ſame Fonndati. 


;1 on : So that we may boldly fay, the 
i] the Lord is my Helper. If God be 
1] With us, it will not be as a SpeQator, 
>| but as a Helper; and he may be bold 
{Jin any trouble, that can be bold to ſay 
{Ithat God is with him, © He need nor 
Ifear what man can do te him, who is 
:JaNured that God will ſtand by him, 
.Jand ſtrengthen him. 

Secondly, As God hath promiſed . 
great Supports, fo he hath provided 
eÞs great Comforts for his people, in 
{{Fdeir Suftering low eftate, See Afar, 
:/$.10. Bleſſed are they Whith are per. 
Necured for Righteouſneſs. ſake, for 
Wbeirs is the Kingsom' of Heaven, 
-rÞhey are blefled in their Aﬀflictions, 
--Þnder all their Perſecutions; ſo that 
Nl ©... whcre 
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 wherecveryou ſee ſuch a man or wo. 
man, how. ever miſerable their pre- 
ſear Condition may ſeem in.the eyes 
of others, let them not ſeem ſo to 
you; ſay you, Thcre is 4 bleſſed man, 
or-a blefled woman : There « the 
Kingdom of Heaven, It is not only ſh: 
ſurc to them notwithſtanding their | , 
Troubles and Sufferings , but they 
are the more affured of it by them, | |, 
Gad gives the greateſt and clcarelt | « * 
- Evidenccs of their Intereſts in Hea- | * 
ven at ſuch a time; God opens the | 
Heavens to them, as þc tid to Sre- der 
phen, Aﬀs 7.55,56. T hen,if ever, if 
God pours out ot the abundance of fat 
- his Spirit, upon his, people, The 1 
_ Apoſtletherefore doth notlay down 
as a Promiſe, or ſpeak of it as a Fu- 
rurity, but aſſerts it as 4 thing pre-ſ, 
ſent; it is a5 ſure t© be ſo; as if youſ no 
feltitſo in this inſtant of time, The 
1,.ke Expreſſion we have, I Per. 4. 14- 
If ye be reproached for the Name off, 
Chrif, happy are ye, for the Spirit off j; * 
glory reſteth ow yow. Mark it Chriſti« ” 


ans, 


14 
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ans, You ſhall _ only have the.Spi= 
rit of God, bur it ſhall be a degree 
reaching to Glory; it is above the 
meaſures of Grace and Comforr, 
commonly attainable 'in this ſtate of 
Impertettion: He ſays not, This 
ſhall come in, or aſtcr troub'es, but he - 
ſpeaks of itas preſent; if onecomes, 
ſo does the other ; If ye be reproach. 
ed, happy are ye, &c. It reproaches 
for Chriſt come, then glocy comes 
with them, | 

Nay it comes not to leave you ſud. 
denly, it comes to abide with you ; 
if Reproaches and Diſgrace ſtick 
faſt upon you, the Spirit of Glory 
will ref upon you alſo, 

_— God hath promiſed allthe 
outward glory and proſperity of his 


"Church, to ſuch a Condition, It 


ſhall be given her in a Wilderneſs, and 
from thence ſhe ſhall aſcend glorious, 


1 Hof. 2. 14 15. 7 will allure her, and © 
bring her into the wilderneſs, and 


beak comfortably unto her. Andl 
Ul] give her her Vinjards from thence, 
H 2 and 


4 
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* and the alley of Achor, for 4 door of 
Hope, and ſhe ſhall ſing there as in the 
days of her youth, as in the day when 
she came.up out of the Land of kgypt. 
It is very plain from hence, that God 
willtake a courſe with his people, in 
the fulfilling his Promiſes to them, 
much like the way he took to bring 
them into Canaan, Hewill firſt car- 
ry them intoa Wilderneſs, and from 
thence will God give them thoſe 
great mercies which he hath reſgryed 
fbr them, / Can. 3.6, 7, $8. There 
we find: re Church'coming up out of 
the Wilderheſs, and prelently we 
. find her ſurnifht with able and expert 
Guides, and adorned with all that 
may render it lovely. 

Now, confidering all theſe things, 
Prediions, Experiences, and Pro- 
miſes: Have we not Meat to catin 
the: Wildernets, and will it not be 


to liveupoen ? 


b 


ſhameful and inexcuſablc ' ro faint, |. 
'when God hath made ſuch Provifion. 


Fifihly , Conſider, Unbelicf will] 


ill 


bz:your; Afflictionz as: well-as: your 
Sin;; it will be a: greif'$0,5your own 

fpiries, 12s wick asirq the:-Lord g:yor 

will be your own doroentors,! and 

contribute: more to'the making iyout . 
ſelves miſerable, than ail -your enc- 

mies:>'We:have enemies -cnow: tq 

afflitas, ler us+pot afflitt our (clyes 

Gzbaland e411, Oat us yot be 

againſt aur {\1ves, and add afflition 

to: affliction,” For it will .make all - 
poſiblecvils, probable ; thoſe which. 
arc: uncertain; ; cettain ;: thoſe which | 
erc far off, to be near ;iand thoſe that : # 
frc future; | preſent. * Avoid there. } 
fore Diſtruſty as the greateſt afflition « | 
thaticaobefalthce!; | "I 
t - Sixihly,” Conſider, Your: unbelief 5 WM 
wili-not only -be your ownaſflition,. | 
buric maybe (o to thoſe who arcmat - | 
invelved'in 4hefame guilt w.th you; ;} 
yourhay be the: Infruments of- hin» -| 
Uring che:good:chat may come upon ; | 
the - prelene- Generation ; . your. unbe-: | 
Yief, may hinder many believing ſouls } 
from«he Mercy which they ax fitred | 
Vo; H:3; _ 


bc 
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for; they 'may+ wait a great” while 
longer, becauſe youre notprepared 
. for itz--as welecy the anbelief of 1/4 
—_— Foſuah and-Caleb, . ont of the | | 
d of Canagn Forty years; They 
_ ready and:prepared to enter-in- | t 
to C4744n,: when they firſt ſpied out | » 
the Land : - but I/raels: unbelief hin | t 
dred chem from entring, and they al! | 1 
fo mult wait Forty years, till another | fi 
Generation is made ready, Take | n 
heed therefore of that which will af. | ut 
flitthee; and [niake thee an Cr——_ w 
@n to many others, by 
Seventhty, Conſider, That: Diſtruſ de 
doth of all fins, deny thy Chriſtiani. | wi 
ty. Whart.is a Chriſtian, but a Be» Ge 
liever >- One that walks by Faith, and yo! 
not by Sight 2 Thou art of a contrary | He 
frame; How. wilt thou prove thy ſelf} ble 
a» Cheiftian, without following] fan; 
Chrift>- And :how wilt thou followf ver 
Chriſt withour believing >: Thou/of t 
may follow Pravidence, by Scnſe;{ mo! 
but thow canſt-not> be ſaid to, follow] Sen 
Chiiſt,. but by Faith. _— "7 Cax! 
1 OL 
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folve, either to lay by. thy Chriſtia- 
nity, or caſt -out thy ugbelict. 

. Eighthly, Make proviſion againſt 
this ſin, yea, all the Provifion you 
can, and you will find all, l:ttle e. 
nough, For Conſider, That you 
will ſutcly meet with, Temptations to 
this, more than toany other. Your 
Way :to; Heaven--.lies: thorow . dif- | 
| ficuliies and tre;ghts: your way lies 
> | notamong Drunkards, Sweaters, Or 
, | unclean Pepſons ;, you.may not meet 
- | With/Nea/';,or Joſeph's Temptations IM 
but your way, ies thorow the V.Vil- 
t | dernels, and you. will ſurely meer i 
with.I/raels Temptations, to diſtruſt ' 
-| God. Thorow many Tribulationg | 
{1} you mult enter into the Kivgdom of 
y | Heayen, Expe@ Temptations ſuta. || 
ff} ble to your Condition; and a thon- WW 
gf fandta one, if youfind nat yourheart | 
vi very ceady to cloſe with Temptations | 
uliof. this Nature: for there is nothing | 
more; natural to us,. than to.walk by 
Sen(e. andto liſten to.the Diftates of | 
Carnal Realon, ExpeRaciquof evil | 
ﬆ puts. þ 


us uportmaking ſurable proviſion 

 forit, And:that you may the better 

| ftand againſt fuch Temptations when 
they come.''/ Mind thelſe.jew things, 

Firſt, Poflels thy ſelf fully of God's 
Providence. If -he take care for the 
Ravens; how much''more' for his 
people. -* 3 * 6.009 7 Pp 

Secondly. Believe firmly tha there 
is riot a Providence to thee; but comes 
thorow the Coveriantof Grace, *- 

"Thirdly ;''Althe Providencesiof 
God, do feryehis'Promiſes, and'tend 
tothe Accomplifhing of rhehough 
they ſcem otherwiſe, *- 

Fourthly, View often the' Expert. 
encesthat thou haſt lad of Gods WWher. 
cy and Goodnels, and 1about ro for. 
Tifte' thy confidence *4n God from 
thence, As David,  Pfdli43'; 6: And 
Paul, > Cor. 1. ro. It is #Zood Ar- 
gument, He thar/hath -delivered, ! will 
deliver, if we depend tipon' him;/ahd 

lead former Mereics with him. '* 

Fifthly, Reaſon. with-+thy heart, 
when thow:findeſt iv. beginning 40 

| {in} 
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fink , fay, Why art thou'caft down; 
oh my foul, Reſolve never to ſuffer 
thy heart-to be unreaſanably. diſqui- 
eted, andthou ſhalt never find a Rea» 
ſon; for a Diſtruſtful Sadneſs, or 'De« 
jection, | 
Sixthly, Be ſure to make God thy 
Portion, take him for: thine Inheri- 
tancesz - account him alone enough 
for thee. Do not reckon any thing 
beſides him, needfal ro make three 
happy, but eſteem thy ſelf ſufficiently 
bleſſed in thy Intereſt in him, and 
Communion with him, A heatt 
drought to! this, 'will.live in a Wil- 
derneſs: and, as leſs-than this, will 
not give us comfort, ſo it will not 
prove us Chriſtians, | 
- Seyenthly,, Lay this upow thy 
heart, as aduty to be thankful in eve: 
ry Condition, Study what thowin- 
joyelt, aſwel'as what thou wanteſt; 
what matter of Thankſgiving, as 
well as of Petition, andif Prayerand 
Praiſe go together, fee what will fol- 
low, Ph1l.4. 6,7. If your wants do 
4 nor 
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not ſwallow up your Mercies , but 
"you make your Requeſts known with 
Thankſgiving as well as Supplicati- 
on, the Peace of God which paſles 
all underſtanding, , ſhall keep your 
hearts and minds through Jcſus 
Chritt, You ſhall have a marvellous 
calmneſs and.. ſweetnels of Spirir, 
which ſhall keep your minds. quiet 
and ſtable, in'the -mid{t of all your 
troubles, 


U/ "R fo 


' The third Uſe of this Point js for|P* 
DireQion, to teach us how to carry 
our ſelves whenſoever God brings us 
into a Wilderneſs, 

Firſt, Labour to: ſecure God coſ22d 
you. be ſurc make him yours; renewſ*<1 
your choice of him, and perfca you! C 
reſolutions .of cleaving to him; i ath 
you be clear in the jultifying AQts © Okn 
Fa th, the Comforting As will be {0 
moreeaſie and rational, Ir is ſad bef2mb 
ing without God in a Wilderneſs crlta 
doubt 


| (4 
doubts about thy Intereſt in him, can 
never mect thee more unſeaſonably 
than now. <Heoſes underſtood this 
{o well, that he would not ſtir out of 
the Wilderneſs without God, Exod, 
33.15. He knew it was better being 
ina Wilderneſs with God, than inCe- 
naan Without him: And if Canaan 
| that lowed with Milk and Hony be ſo 
uncomfortable without God , what 
then willa Wilderncfs be, which is bar 
ren and deititute of all other Com. 
forts. 

Secondly, Have an eyc con'tantly 
upon God, todirct your way. The , 
Children :of 7/-ae! were to have an 
MOT upon the Cloud in the Wildec. 
nels, and to move as that moved,” 
of29 to ſtand (till, when thatſtood (ill, 
wEAcquaint your ſelves with the Word 
Pt God, this will give Light to your 

Paths, in thedarkeſt times. Labour 
o know your Duty, and be found in 
> ſo ſhall the way of Providence be 
,c$omfortabletg you, though.you un- 
{ I<ritand it not ar preſent, * 
bt Thitde 
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Thirdly, Cairy nlBecad in'your 
hands with you. The 1/raelites took 
their Dough in their Kneading- 
Troughs with them, when they went | * 
out of Egypr, Exod. 12.34. But this 
was ſoon ſpent, but God gave them 
Bread at the Red-Sea, which was | ©! 
' for them to feed upon duting their 
Travels , 7/al. 74, 14. This Bread 
which is your” experience of Gods 
Mercy and Truth, you muſt be ure 
to keep” with you, elſe you will be 
apt to faint, And beſide this, Take 
the Bread of Sincerity and Truth, 
x Cor. 5.8. this Bread will not only [7 2! 
faſtain, but comfort your hearts; it the [ 
will bea continual Feaſt, Prov. 15.15,Þ* 35 
By a merry heart is meant hcre, an ul e 
upright honeſt heart; for none beſide all of 
this can be truly merry, and this?" off 
ought" always to be merry and joy 2 

ful, = 04 
Fourthly, Beware of Preſumptio dir \ 
as well as Diftruſt ; As you niuſt nof** 
be diſcouraged becauſe you can ſeen Ee © 
way init; ſo you muſt-not preſumg 9% 
tc every 
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to make your own way out of it. 
If God bring you into a Wilder. 
neſs, let him alone to bring you out ; 
only follow him, go his way, wait 
his time, Take heed of preſuming 
upon yout own ſtrength, and running 
before the Lord : It 60ſt I/aet dear 
for preluming to go up without war- 
rant, out of the Wildcrneſs againſt 
the Canazrites in the Mountains, 
Num. 14- 40,41, 42,43, 44,45». 
| Fifthly, Look upon the Mercy yon 
Ideſire and wait for, not thorow the 
'{Providenccs of God, but thorow Þ 
the Promiſes, for they may repreſcnt- $ 
it as a thing afar off, when the other 
ill cell you it is near, As for the 
all of Antichriſt, we would think it 
ar off, if we look upon his Pomp, 
, Powcr, Intereits, and Councels; bur 
/ Ft us look upon the Word of God, 
dit will tell you, he ſhall fall in an 
our,, ſuddenly, when he is not a- 
hare of it, 
| Sixth, Study Faith and Patience, 
$6 very Exerciſe of theſe are of great 
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advantage to you, if God have no 
other deſign but to prove and im- 
prove theſe, it is worth your going 
into the W.lderneſs, 1 Per. 1.7. Iz 
is 4 precions thing, to have onr Faith 
zricd, though it be by fire, ſays the 
Apoſtle. But why is it ſo ? Becaule 
God intends highly to honour the 
Faith of his people atlaſt : He'le praile 
it, yea, which is more, he'le honour 
it ; nay, he'le put the higheſt honour 
upon it that can be; for he'le put a 
' glory-uponit, When God ſhall call 
the whole world together, he will 
then rell the ſtory of your lives,before 
men and Angels; and that which He 

will inſiſt upon, to: magnifie and ex- 

rol in your lives, ſhall be your Faith, 
Lo, heres one that followed me in a 

Witderneſs, in a Land that was not 
ſown, that would believe my word 
againſt all that Men or Devils, could 
ſuggeſt to the contrary ; nay, all that 
I could do, could not make him di- 
-ſtruſt what I /aid. Thus will God 
honour Fa:th, when it is found in a 


Wil. 


| do not know any.thing that is more 


2208 | om The Lord took this ſo 
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VVilderneſs. © I might preſs youto 
ſtudy and exerciſe this, from ſeyeral 
Confiderations, But Ile but add 
two, : 

Firſt, God will take it kindly, yea, 
exceeding kindly - if. thou followeſt 
him belicvingly in a VVilderneſs. TI 


acceptable to him, than this: See 
this in I//ael, Jer. 2.2. I remember 
the kindneſs of thy youth, the Love of 
thine Eſpouſa's When thou wenteſt after 
meine Wilderneſs, in 4 Land that Was 


kindly, that he is mindful of it many 
Generations - afterwards ; yea , | he 
would not forget this at atime, when 
he was highly provoked , and was 
about to remove them out of their 
Lind for their Iniquities.s Shew 
kindneſs to God this way, and thou 
haft ingaged him to be kind to thee, 
as long as thou liveſt ; nay, it may be 
remembred to thy Childrens Chil, 

dren. 
Secondly, You will not only find 
my God 


God kind to. you, but in ſo doing 
; you will be kind ta. your own ſouls. 
You will find a believing frame of (pi. 
rit exceeding comfortable : Faith will 
| fetch in'thoſe comforts which you 
want, and put you intothe poſſeſſion 
of thoſe Mercies which you wait for. 
It will make your Comforts real; and 
your wants but ſceming; Mark the 
Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 
6, 10, As [orraWifpl, yes always reey- 
Eing ; 4s » $48 tnaking many 14h ; 
4s get eng y,er oedoſeng all 
Mainge.. 

Qur wants and quytroubles, ſcem 
20 be great and many, but they are 
bur Shadows and Phantaſmas; they 
exiſt moſt in opinion of athers : bur 
our Comforts and Enjayments are 
fabſtantial. 


while we ſeem to have nothing, we 


God inChriſt whois all in all, and in 
Paticnce he poſlſefleth his own foul ; 


and he is content with thoſe things 
| which 


VVhile we ſeem to be [ſj 
forrowſul, weare 1lway joytul, and: þ 


do really poſſeſs all things, Heinjzoys þþ 


2 - (Wy "oF 
which he hath, and f6 hath as much -. 
comfort, as if he had the aualinjoy- * 
ment of all the world. A Believer's 
injoyments under Wants, are more - 
real than an Unbeliever's are in the 
mid{t of all his plenty and fulneſs; 
for an unbeliever's comforts and in» 
joyments are but ſeeming; he is as if } 
he had al things, but his wants are- 
rcal, he poſſefleth nothing. There» F 
fore walk by Faith, and you will have 
more comtort in your —_— than 
other men have in their greateſt as, 
bundance. 
| | Andas you muſt tndy Faith, ſobe:- F 
} [ſure to 'er Patience have her perſe&: 
} [work, Jam, 1-4. tor if any thing will . 
; [perfeft you. this wildo it; Patience-- 
e Jnouriſhes and cheriſhes every grace 
2 [in the ſoul, ang raiſes them -ro-the.; 
I [greateſt degrees of perteRion attaina- 
e 
$ 
n 


| 
l 


ye here, God often timcs does that : 
s by fircights'- and troubles, which 
ould not be efftted .by alt our Li-. 
; Þerty and .Proſperity; and all 'other- 
Canss-- | 
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” Seventhly, Draw no. Concluſipn 
from any Providence, 'till thou haſt 
looke oyer former times, and com- 
; pared it-with things which are paſt, 
whether:it be Publick or Private, whe. 


| ther it reſpefts the Church of God, | | 
Or thine own Perſon or Family. Sup- | | 
| wap thou ſhouldeſt ſee the Cnurch of | t 
- Sod in great afflition, yet look back | * 
 andſcehow it was when. Moſes was | © 
+ born: Hadſt thou livedin thoſedays,| 
wou'd- rot thy heart have ſunk with fi 
feat much more?. There was a defign| b 
to Toot out 7/rael, Look. to the 
preſent Generation, they were Slaves| V 
- tO the Egyprians ; they were wearied| ce 
with- making. Bricks, and in the next] hi 
Generation, their Names. were like] Wi 
' to. be blotted out, The Male-Chil} ph 
dren-mu{ be all kill'd, and becauſe thq ( 1 
Midwives would not do it, the con liy: 
mon people mu be Commiſſioneq fed 
 Forthat purpoſe, Exed. 1.22 Wha Or 
- fearsand:cares muſt.they needs have] wic 
. Whoſe .Children.lay at. the mercy of go1 
eyery Villain, who might at their ple Go 
3.5 824! IP ſur 
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fed them with Bread. and Water, 


| wicked Human, when the Decrce was 


4 God, and the time to deſtroy and to 
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{ure ſatch:them from their Mothers” 
Breafts, aad” daſh their Brains out ay 
gainſt the ſtones : Mere was nothing? 
but Death to. be expeRed. for. theipg 
little ones, and miſerable flavety fog" 
themſelves, Here was no hope of 
Freedom from hence; a Baniſhmcnt, 
though. it had been into. a howling 
Wilderneſs, would have been cquart- 
e&d a Mercy. Theſe were troublesF 
indeed, yet God delivered his people F 
from theſe; though . the Buſh.. did $ 
bucn, yet-it was not Conſumed, 

Hadſt thou lived in Jezebels days, 

W.hat would(ſt. thou have ſaid. con- Þ 
cerning the Lord's Prophet, when ſhe F 
hunted after E/yah's life? Surely they 
will be all cutoff, When the Pro. 
phets were to be found in Caves only, | 
(1 Kings 18.13.) hidto ſecure their F 
lives; yet God preſerved them, and 


Or, hadſt: thou lived in the days of 


gone forthe againſt all. the people af 


— Kill 


Kill them, was appointed and fixt by 
'an inalterable cree; and theſe 
'poog people had Fear and potem E. 
; etnies, who waited for'the Execu.. | ; 
tion of it, who thirſted for the blood 
* of theſe poor Jews : Wouldſt thou 
; not now, have given up all for loſt? | 1 
'Yer, then God ſteps in, and by won. | © 
derful Providencesdeliversthem,and 
brings their Enemies in their room. det 
Or for thy own particular ; wer't |g,, 
F thou ever brought lower than Jo/eph '|ma 
was in Egypr > That from a Slave was [tho 
| made & Priſoner, and had,beſide h's [wilt 
Jrons , the weight of a great mans |{/r 
Diſpleaſure laid upon him, and this 
ina ſtrange Country, where he had | 
none to pitty, or to help him? Yet 
fee what flue God gave to his trou. þe { 
bles. | Worl 
Or was it ever fo bad with thee as ſrere 
| with David who was baniſht his own f<2d 
Country, and inaſtrange Land, is at 
once (iript of all he hath; his wives, 
Children, Goods at onee taken a-þq;, 
Ways and that which added to his Af- |, 
fiction, 


nings z they talked of ftoning him, 1 Sea 
30, 6, 3ut David incouraged himſelf, un 
the Lord his God, 

Whac ever thy Condition be, upon ine 
Quiry thou wile ſee, it is no other than what 
the people of God have paſſed thorow heres 


have paſt thorow ic before,.is matter of hope 
to thee, He chat hath delivered, can fill 
deliver, his Arm is not Gortened, Nay, 
ſhouldeft thou find any thing that Chould 
make thy Condition more ſad and diſma}, 
than any that thou canſt think upon, yet 8 
will no: juſtifie thy Diftruſts 3 for doubtleſs 


vered from ſuch a Bondage as Egypt, or 
provided for in ſuch a Wilderneſs as they 


rovocation. But if thy Condition could 
L. þe ſingular from all that\eyer were in the 
'orid before thee, then to-depend upon God 

1s fvcre an honour to your Faith 5 Whereas D2- 
'; fendance in.chis cauſe where we have Pieces 
ax þ<nts, are but the nobler Exerciſes of Rea- 
” ſon. B-lieve once for thy Jaſtification, and 

'Ss [hou may t reaſon out thy Comfort and Pro. 
a- tion ; for this follows undeniably, Ros, 


= 


n, 
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fliftion, none of the people pitty, him, bur 
loaded him wich their Curſes and Threats * 


tofore, and the- confideration that others | 


Iſract had no Precedentsof any people deli-. 


ere co paſs thorow; yet their Diſtruſt was a * | 


\f-|, 32, if God hath given thee Chriſt, how - 
| ; ſhall || 


| 
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= he not with ay freely give thee all 
: ' Thivgs. Wher thou haft cloſed with Chriſt, 
* andinterefted' thy ſelf in God by Faith, ir 
is the work of Reaſon to ſhake off all doubrs 
and fears, . Thus did David, Pfſal.43.5,11- 
reaſon wich his heart aoainſt Dj &ion, 

'- Ask but x Reaſon of thy heart for being 
troubled, and thy trouþle- will yanith ;. for 
thou haft no more reffon- for thy fears, and 
diſquiets than a wicked man hath for his 
hopes and joys; they both ariſe from want 
of conſideration, Pſal, 116, rr. 1 ſid in 
wy haſte, all men are lyars, A Chriſtians 
| fears ariſe through haſte, and a due and right 
- © Exerciſe of Reaſon will quell them all, becauſe 
there is no Reaſon for them ; they cannot 
indure a ſtrict Examination : And how 
much. better is it to hayc fears , that are 
groundleſs, and hopes rhat are reaſonable 


* (asthe Godly have) than groundleſs hopes, i 


, and reaſonable w-:11 grounded fears, ” qs every 
wicked man hath, 

Eighthly, Do not onely labour»agaiuſthn 
Unbelicf ahd Diftruſt , but frive for the 


= 


tigheſt aQts of Faith, cada; not only toþns © 
hope, but to rezoyce z not only co be pati4Troy 


ent, bur thankfuk; chink it not enough chat 
thou doft eſcape thoſe Rocks upon which the 
p:ople of God, have been ready to ſtumble 


nd ( 
our { 
To 


in_thy Condition ; z but firive to-imirathnq c 


thol 
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Remember that God expres more from you, 
then he did from /ſrael in the Wilderneſs; 
he calls you to bigher and. more noble duties, 
tecauſe he hath reycaled more Grace, and 
given greater helps to you : | Two things eſpes 
cially God expeQs from you more chan he 
did from them, 

Firſt, All patience, and lons-uffering 
with joytulneſs, Col. r,.rr, 

Second/y, To give thanks in every thing, 
r Theſ. 5.18, Theſe are difhculec, yec cheſs 
are your duties, eſpecially who live nnder 
the Goſpel, It was Well if /ſrae/ could bear 
ſome of Gods Pcovidencesy, for chem to ho!d 
up under them without murmuring, was 
much » but God requires of you not only to 


AftiQion patient'y, but j full, 
L2ok not therefore on ycur AﬀiCtions 


aſth 


helook for Hcayen in them 
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nd Troubles , as a way to Heaven, bur 
ler your expectati- 
dns of Glory increaſe with your increaſe -of 
Troubles in the world g look for, labour for, 
nd expreſs a Spirit of Glory reſt ng up. 
our ſpirits, 


To Conclude, Stand fil} and confider, + 
rnd conſidering admire the _ hoocney of Xa 


»1) a” 


choſe that have excelled, and done worthily 
in the like caſe: the x 1th, ro the Hebrews, © 
will afford you many glorious Examples, ? 


lum, but to be — not only to bear | 
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heath fo provided for thee.in this 
brid, t m mark be Aflidted and Per- 
cd, but thou canſt not be miſerable; 
there 15 no Condition | in which thou haſt noc 
Suſe of rejoycing : If thou art withovr 
Tor fort, it 1s thineown faulr, God hath 
de provifion that thy jcy may be full, 
hou canſt not fall ſo low, but thou may(c 
| "+ hold faſt on the Lord who is able to raiſe 
thee vp; and whatever thy Condition be, ir 
not only no Preſumpcion, bur ic 1s thy my 
p hope in him he hath not only allowed, b 
dmmanded thee to hope inhim: And believe 
FThriſtian, 2 commanded confidence canno: 
© wiſcarry ; - ſuch a hape will nor: make chee 
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